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INTRODUCTION.

EarwLy in the year 1874, T introduced the subject of Cremation
to the English public by an article in the ¢ Contemporary
Review.” It attracted a good deal of favourable attention,
and also much adverse criticism; a notable example of the
latter being an elaborate reply from the Medical Inspector of
Burials for England and Wales, which was presented in the
following number of the Review. And my rejoinder to this
appeared in the succeeding issue.

My two Papers were shortly afterwards published in the
form of a pamphlet, a large edition of which was soon
exhausted, but no further reprint took place.

The result of the interest thus excited was the formation
of the ¢Cremation Society of England’ in the year 1875.
This Society has quietly but unceasingly pursued its ob-
jects; viz., the dissemination of information on the subject of
Cremation ; co-operation with similar Societies on the Conti-
nent, and the purchase of a freehold site (at Woking), with the
construction of a crematorium there on the most approved
principles.

Ever since its foundation, the Council of the Society has
encountered serious opposition in certain official quarters, and
for some years felt it therefore desirable to maintain a cautious
attitude. By this means they escaped hostile action on the
part of their antagonists, who had threatened to take steps
to make the employment of cremation illegal, or at all events

extremely difficult.




vi INTRODUCTION.

Recent events, however, have greatly altered the situation.
Sir James Stephen’s late decision has dispelled all doubts as
to the legality of the Society’s aims, and created anew interest
in them throughout the country. A reprint of the two Papers
referred to has been widely demanded. The Council of the
Society, of which T have the honoyy to be President, have
decided to republish them, together with a very able pape.r
presented by Sir Spencer Wells to the British Medical Associ-
ation at their meeting in Cambridge in 1880. They think it
desirable also to publish the correspondence which took place
between themselves ang Her M&jesty’s Government in 1879-
80, referred to in the Preceding baragraph. And last, bl?.t
not least, the elaborate Judgment of Sir James Stephen is
appended, appropriately completing a collection of material,

which it ig hoped may be useful to {hoge who are seeking
information upon this impoytaps subject.

Hexry TrOMPSON.
April, 1884,
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| CREMATION :
g THE TREATMENT OF THE BODY AFTER DEATH.
il

| By Sz Hexry TromPsON.

I Bl P

ArrEr Deatr! The last faint breath had been noted, and
another watched for so long, but in vain. The body lies there,
pale and motionless, except only that the Jaw sinks slowly but
perceptibly. The pallor visibly mcreases, becomes more leaden
in hue, and the profound tranquil sleep of Death reigns where
just now were life and movement. Here, then, begins the
n eternal rest.

Rest! no, not for an instant. Never was there greater
activity than at this moment exists in that still corpse.
Activity, but of a different kind to that which was before,
Already a thousand changes have commenced. Forces in-
numerable have attacked the dead. The rapidity of the
vulture, with its keen scent for animal decay, is nothing to
! that of Nature’s ceaseless agents now at full work before us,
That marvellously complex machine, but this moment the
theatre of phenomena too subtle and too recondite to be
comprehended ; denotable only by phraseology which stands
for the unknown and incomputable—vital, because more than
physical, more than chemical—is now consigned to the action
of physical and chemical agencies alome. And these gl
operating in a direction the reverse of that which they held
before death. A synthesis, then, developing the animal being.
The stages of that synthesis, now, retraced, with another end,
still formative, in view. Stages of decomposition, of decay,
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2 CREMATION,

;:l}?h its attendant Dutrescence ; process- abhorrent to the
0;11;11?, S\f hlft t,h.er:}flore desire itg removal., ¢ Bury the dead oub

T 1% t, ‘1s e Wholly natl.u'al sentiment of the survivor.
ature doeg nothing withoyt ample meaning ; nothing

O )

mpting to preserve the dead,
left to the qet; ; ourse, and the lifeless animal is
. h case prov;
It is hll 4 X e provided.
supp()Sednfse:i?;ty first t state moye exactly the conditions
o Thus, the body must pe exposed to air;

ns L _
tmed as prey by some living animal.
left in water, the same

result is attq; :
attained ag ip the condition fipgt named, although the

steps of the Process may pq dissimilgy
The problem Which Naty, n

ing of degq animg) "re sets herself to work in dispos-
tatter iy always one and the same. 'The

order of the yn:
) € Univergp + . s
¢ Tequires ity Performance ; no other end

The Proble
m o T
end is alygyg lilag, be slowly worked, or quickly

may be thyg

Carbonicuszfgted * The anima] must be resolved into—

[NH,]. [CO,], Water [HO,], and Ammonia

b. Nﬁnel‘&l 5
cor ‘

e earthrg g }Stltuehtg, more or less oxidised, elements

: Tucture; .
AgNesia, e, + Lime, Phosphorus, Iron, Sulphurs

or : :
The seeoni)il;f{l Saseous in form, go into the atmosphere-
0dy lies, upty dissol;égmderous and solid, remain where the
ature’y object remagg al‘ld Washed into the earth by rain.

Cr work ig ore usll-lsbStIH Unstated : the constant reSUI‘f
nove: erful eeonoj Ut Wherefore are these chan_ges'

Ourish hgp vegetable "y she must form and bounhfu-l])’
that of anilnafs_ SHegeny s twin-brother life, to her, with

' he pepfs 5
SHC.G{S and anjy,) exigf L balance between plant exist-
Whilg « Stenc ' ‘ . ;

© " matt ' courses g, ® must always' be maintained,

fough the eterngl circle, becoming

intelligibly by illustration: If an
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animal be resolved into its ultimate constituents in a period,
according to the surrounding circumstances, say, of four
hours, of four months, of four years, or even of four thousand
years—for it is impossible to deny that there may be instances
of all these periods during which the process has continued—
those elements which assume the gaseous form mingle at once
with the atmosphere, and are taken up from it without delay
by the ever open mouths of vegetable life. By a thousand

_pores in every leaf the carbonic acid which renders the

atmosphere unfit for animal life is absorbed, the carbon being
separated and assimilated to form the vegetable fibre, which,
as wood, makes and furnishes our houses and ships, is burned
for our warmth, or is stored up under pressure for coal. All
this carbon has played its part, < and many parts,’ in its time,
as animal existences from monad up to man. Our mahogany
of to-day has been many negroes in its turn, and before the
African existed was integral portions of many a generation of
extinet species. And when the table which has borne so well
some twenty thousand dinners, shall be broken up from pure
debility and consigned to the fire, thence it will issue into the

atmosphere once more as carbonic acid, again to be devoured

by the nearest troop of hungry vegetables—green peas or
cabbages in a London market garden, say—to be daintily
served on the table which now stands in that other table’s
place, and where they will speedily go to the making of  Lords
of the Creation.” And so on, again and again, as long as the
world lasts.

Thus it is that an even balance is kept—demonstrable to
the very last grain if we could only collect the data—Dbetween
the total amounts of animal and of vegetable life existing to-
gether at any instant on our globe. There must be an un-
varying relation between the decay of animal life and the food
produced by that process for the elder twin, the vegetable
world. Vegetables first, consumed by animals either directly
or indirectly, as when they eat the flesh of animals who live
on vegetables. Secondly, these animals daily casting off effete
matters, and by decay after death providing the staple food
for vegetation of every description. One the necessary com-

B 2
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4 CREMATION.

plement of the other. The atmosphere, polluted by every
animal whose breath is poison to every other animal, being
every instant purified by plants, which, taking out the deadly
carbonic acid and assimilating carbon, restore to the air its
oxygen, first necessary of animal existence.

I suppose that these facts are known to most readers, but
I require a clear statement of them here as preliminary to my
next subject ; and in any case it can do no harm to reproduce
a brief history of this marvellous and beautiful example of
intimate relation between the two kingdoms.

I return to consider man’s interference with the process in

question just hinted at in the quotation, ¢ Bury the dead out
of my sight.’

The process of decomposition affecting an animal body is
one that has a disagreeable, injurious, often fatal influence
on the living man if sufficiently exposed to it. Thousands of
hun'mn lives have been cut short by the poison of slowly de-
caying, and often diseased animal 'matter. !
faction of some of the most in
to destroy the noblest,

Even the putre-
significant animals has sufficed
nearly home to s To give an illustration whi.ch comes

J ¢ 10 some of us—the grave-yard pollution of air
a}ld water alone has probably found a vietim in some social
circle known to more than one who may chance to read this
baper. And T need hardly add that in times of pestilence

its conti g i i
L Ontmu;)mce has been often due mainly to the poisonous
mntluence of the buried victimg.

Man, then, throu
his dead kin after
hody
from

ghout all historic periods, hag got rid of
n a cay some fashion. He has either hidden the
ave and closed the opening to protect its tenant

wild beasts  for &g el
naturally eveiltlgtil’l for the instinet of affection follows most

e sadly changed v . ’ :
Saladis remains X rest
relative ; or, the ) 18 of our dea

ame instine .
Dreserve ag nstinet has led him to embalm and

Nabure’s goppor . 23 be 50 preservable—a, delay only of
{ dy is buried beneath the
ood, in stone, or metal :—each

delay, but neyer o
Or, the body is never to prevent, the

al elements, in w

m goil, in w

burned, and so restored
hich case Nature’s work

s
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is hastened, her design anticipated, that is all. And after
burning, the ashes may be wholly or in part preserved in
some receptacle in obedience to the instinct of the survivor,
referred to above. All forms of sepulture come more or less
under one of these heads.!

One of the many social questions waiting to be solved, and
which must be solved at no very remote period, is, Which of
these various forms of treatment of the dead is the best for
survivors ?

This question may be regarded from two points of view,
both possessing importance, not equal in degree perhaps; but
neither can be ignored.

A. From the point of view of Utility : as to what is best
for the entire community.

B. From the point of view of Sentiment : the sentiment of
affectionate memory for the deceased, which is cherished by
the survivor.

I assume that there is no point of view to be regarded as
specially belonging to the deceased person, and that no one
believes that the dead has any interest in the matter. We
who live may anxiously hope—as I should hope at least—to
do no evil to survivors after death, whatever we may have
done of harm to others during life. But, being deceased, I
take it we can have no wishes or feelings touching this subject.
What is best to be done with the dead is then mainly a ques-
tion for the living, and to them it is one of extreme import-
ance. When the globe was thinly peopled, and when there
were no large bodies of men living in ciose neighbourhood,
the subject was an inconsiderable one and could afford to wait,
and might indeed be left for its solution to sentiment of any
kind. But the rapid increase of population forces it into
notice,-and especially man’s tendency to live in crowded cities.
There is no necessity to prove, as the fact is too patent, that
our present mode of treating the dead, namely, that by burial
beneath the soil, is full of danger to the living. Hence intra-
mural interment has been recently forbidden, first step in

1 ¢ Burial at Sea ’ is a form of exposure, the body being rapidly devoured by
marine animals.
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a series of reforms which must follow. At present we who
dwell in towns are able to escape much evil by selecting a
portion of ground distant—in this year of grace 1878—some
five or ten miles from any very populous neighbourhood, and
by sending our dead to be buried there :—laying by poison,
nevertheless, it is certain, for our children’s children, who will
find our remains polluting their water sources, when that now
distant plot is covered, as it will be, more or less closely by
human dwellings. For it can e g question of time only when
cvery now waste spot will be utilized for food-production or
for shelter, and when some other mode of disposing of the
dead than that of burial must be adopted. If, therefore,
burial in the soil be certainly injurious either
future, has not the time already come to discuss the possi-
bility of replacing it by a better process? We cannot too
soon cease 0 do evil and learn to do well. Is it not indeed a
social sin of no small magnitude to sow the seeds of disease
and death broadeast, caring only to he certain that they
cannot do much harm to our gwy generation ? It may be
gra,nted', to anticipate objection, that it ig quite possible that
the bodies now buried may have lost most, if not all, of their

facult:y for 'doing mischief by the time that the particular soil
thfey mhabit is turned up again to the sun’s rays, although
this is by no me

: ans certain ; but it is beyond dispute that the
margin of safety as to time 8rows narrower year by year, and
that pollution of wells and streams which supply the living
must ere long arise wherever we bury our dead in this country-
jWeIl, then, since every buried dead body enters sooner or later
mto the vegetahle kingdom, why should e permit it, as it

does i ; i :
" I many cases, to cause an mfinity of mischief during
1e long progegg 9
Let ug at thig e '
subject, for i’: itsh:' tPOmt ‘t}lanee at the economic view of the
z 0T 80 unimpor ] e :

appear. Portant as, unconsidered, it may
not. N

For it ; ; i j il
it is an economie subject whether we will it or
0 doubt g sentime

now or in the

arise in many s q 1t repugnant to any such view must
J INds, a gentimey i
nt : held in
respect and Sympathy. B altogether to be held
& question of Prime i

© 1t 50, the question remains strictly
BBI6Y 0 the economie system of a

1S

o
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crowded country. Nature will have it so, whether we lg{e tlt
or not. She destines the material elements of my bo _y 0l
enter the vegetable world on purpose to supply anothe; ainm:basat
organism which takes my place. She wants me, and I omt i
go. There is no help for it. When shall I foll.ow—mth ‘qulcd
obedience, or unwillingly, truant-like, traitor-like, to he.l and
her grand design? Her capital is intended to bear g;)}O
interest and to yield quick return: all her ways prove 1 —H
¢ increase and multiply’ is her first and constant law. Sh.a ;
her riches be hid in earth to corrupt and bear no present f1:u1111 :
or be utilised, without loss of time, value, and interest, f01't e
benefit of starving survivors ? Nature hides no talen‘t in a
napkin ; we, her unprofitable servants only, thwart her ways
and delay the consummation of her will. Lt .
Is a practical illustration required? Nothing is easw.l.
London was computed, by the census of 1871, to contain
8,254,260 persons, of whom 80,430 died within the year.
I have come to the conclusion, after a very carefully mad.e
estimate, that the amount of ashes and bone earth, su'ch as 18
derived by perfect combustion, belonging to and buried x.v1t‘h
those persons, is by weight about 206,820 lb:s. The _pec.umal‘y
value of this highly concentrated form of animal solids is very
considerable. For this bone-e&rjch may be ?egarded as equi-
valent to at least six or seven t'nnes .1ts -\velght of 'drled;j)?t
unburned bones, as they ordinarily exist in comn.lel‘cg. ﬁe
unt of other solid matters resolvable b.y burning 11}t0 the
a~m0 15 food of plants, but rendered unavailable by burial for,
gaSeof:ft r or a hundréd years or more, is about 5,584,000 l‘bs.,
:EZ’ valge of which is quite incalculalﬂe, but it is certainly
enormous as compared with the preceding. . ,
This is for the population of the metropolis only : that o
the United Kingdom for the same year zvjmounted to 31,4%31{7000‘
persons, or nearly ten times the population of London. - a mg
:nto consideration a somewhat lower deatl'l—r&te f.or .the imperial
. erace. it will at all events be quite within the limit of truthful
:Z;tljlfle,nt to multiply the above quantitie:S by nim.a in order SQ
btain the amount of valuable economic material annually
giverted in the United Kingdom for a long term of years




8

CREMATION.

from its ultimate destin

Y by our present method of inter-
ment.

. s f com-

The necessary complement of thig N ?teniust be

modity most precious to organic life,. &n_d which chage by
replaced, or the population could not exist, is the puz

X 1es less
this country of that Same material from other countrie
populous than our

OWn, and which can, therefore, at Preif;li-
spare it.  This we do to the amount ?f much more than

er annum, . be
?have any notion that these 111‘119%137
eign bones gre rendered absolutely necessauy']?h'e
€ six feet helow the surface. nd
cost for the original Pm-ch'asel‘«;bere
We place, not in the upper soil W vru-e
but in the lower soil, where t.hey : nd
t where they often mingle with a1

& million pounds sterling

Few persons, I believe
tations of for

they would be utilised,
ot merely useless, hy
pollute the streams wh;

: in order

ch furnigh oy tables. And ir Javish
to effect thig absurd, if nq wicked, result, we incur a
expenditure ) T refer, of cour

8¢, to the enormous sums “’zlllil
8 burial according to our present cus (V)'el'i
1 Which capn by no means be passed (? leb
ites of the 80,000 in London last ye%l];ate
Pounds per head pe accepted as an gesgl}ight
088 N0t err on the side of excess.

are wasted ip effectin
a part of the questio
For the funera]
& Mean cogt of ten
Which Certainly q

! Valye of B

4 fal‘ the
ones importeq into the Uniteq Kingdom, of which by

arger part ig employeq fop manure, wy,
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above the rank of Paupey,

The eogt of simple modes of transit gy
becayge necessary iy any case, Whatevey ¢
above~na,med itemg are oy Y Necegg
?}(:e ggs)'\.vould be Yequired, fo, ex

. lation,
€ 1ot included in the calcu

The
he destination of the body.
ary in the ¢

ample, ip the
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-eckoned as
efore be reckor :

1 pounds must thelefmel in the mainte-
hundred thousand j eady incwrred 1 for
hunc to the costs &116&(5 av and doubly

; Tervy W
absolute loss, Otem Thus we pay every way

VS . f

nance of the sy : i GUEhOI 0
x| ‘ fo]_- thls c % N
our folly. is it proposed to substitute Do that which is
What, then, is +is easy and simple. ; Nature’s indica-
jal? The answer -y kind—follow Ne re

burial ¢ 1 work of every ki it better and mo
done in all good w vk she does, but do 1 he sometimes

Y ~ A - »

i and do the wo : human body s r and
tion, le, in the e, by slow a
idly. For example, in tl rder to save life, by e
Ko liseased portion in o tive of much suffering;
throws off a d it is true, and productiv suilmnd better,
r efforts, 16 1s < Te ré .
clumsy effort rforms the same i ture’s many agents,
the surgeon Pell and improves on it. : N&' h is harmful, we
follows her lead ier the over-action of Whll(je them our most
laden with iy b, jgmide; mnd malc follow her. The
‘ u h 18 o ie
cannot stop, ants. So here, also, let t of decomposition
N AT S. . sS P
e e el G e plocigt'e%tment infinitely
naturally slow Lnﬂde Bt e TadC (@ ;Lmnothel‘ mode of
i g /e c . ) e :
B 2 ha; 1ot less repulsive, we C&'nl \};itllout offence to
s Lo ; shorten and &CCOmphSlt * is naturally the
treatment grea;ﬁl yt‘ in this particular 1115;‘)6 ell n;% in an hour or
oo Vha e =
the living. W 1. months, can be perfectly
'k of weeks or 1y, to
“‘Olk ot 1 dead bOC},
‘ked is: Given a 3
two. lem to be worked is d ammonia, and the
The Proble arbonic acid, water, ant npleasantly.
o ce & not unpleas
resolve it into s, rapidly, safely, and 1 lied in a properly con-
mineral element: ’my be practically Suplp'le off without offen-
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tructed furnace. -al constituents will » . and trees.
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streams. Plans for the accomplishment of this have been

considered ; but discussion of the subject alone is aimed at
here. To treat our dead after this fashion would return
millions of capital without delay to the bosom of mother earth,
who would give us back large returns at compound interest for
the deposit.

Who can doubt now that the question is one of vital
economy to the people of this country 2 This is still no reason
why it should not be considered from the point of view of sen-

timent. And what has sentiment to urge on behalf of the
Present process 2 Let us see what the process by burial is.
So far as

I dare! for could I paint in its true colours the
ghastly picture of that which happens to the mortal remains
of the dearest we have lost, the page would be too deeply
stained for publication. I forbear, therefore, to trace the steps
(?f the process which begins so soon and so painfully to mani-
oy iﬁelf. after that brief hour hag passed, when °she lay
Eg&;}zgs;liji?ii;o;rSssllzldlo-m.ﬁnﬁss as that I s‘Lgree it mighg

: ’ ) its existence be perpetuated, and
ldld not Natu'l'e 80 ruthlessly and so rapidly blight her own
'ile?t(l];;;;;lﬁ% ﬁleﬁll‘@e.rance of her own grand purpose. The

. survivor on behalf of preserving the beauty
o onn €xpression, were it possible to do so, would, 1
CODfeS?’ 8o far to neutralise the argument based on utility,
bowerful as it is. But g glimpse of the reality which we
aeh1ev‘e by burial would annihilate in an instant every senti-
ment for continuing that brocess. Nay, more ; it would arouse
@ powerful repugnance to the horrible l’lOtion izhat g
some day hecoyy ffensive, and, it may be, 80

i 1€ 80 vile and o
anger i . :
8EIOUS ; a repugnance surmountable only through the firm
the body is a matter of

b(zlief jcha.t :‘;Lfter death the condition of

Evtiilﬁn;iﬁfrelllmef to it.s dead life-tenant, Surely if we, the
iy gndiﬁog ?Ve s,entm}ents, or to exerecige any choice about
o mﬁgtoﬁl 1')od1es after death, those sentiments and
A ; : °¢ I favour of g phy
Ry ought of either ag repulsive i

There ig 5

source of very

Painful dread, as I have reason

sical condition which.
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to know, little talked of, it is true, but keenl:y f-(fl't 11)31201181211;11
persons at some time or another, th(_a horror ol: \? 11)01111‘ I
is inexpressible. It is the dread of & prema m%e- : ath, -
fear lest some deep trance should be mistaken o; de : ,’Such
that the awakening should take place too l-ate. - B appily Th
oceurrences must be exceedingly rare, especw‘nlly.m this 'clou‘ bl}e,
where the interval between death and burm.l is consid egatim;
and the fear is almost a groundless one. Still, ﬂ.le 1001-1‘;Cllied
that such a fate is possible, whicch c&nnoi; l.)elaigoiitn 121 C %Vith
—wi avs be a source of severe tria .
Cl‘(::llllal,tiiil“n?) such catastrophe could ever occur ; E-md1ﬂ:-edce()$1;
pleteness of a properly conducted process would rende v
instantaneous and painless if by any u‘nhappy c_hance:BB oy
dividual so circumstanced were submitted to 1t.. L
cuarantee against this danger would b‘e df)ubled,. smlc? ‘eéEde
?ion of the entire body must of necess‘wy nnhmedlate%ll‘)l S
the act of cremation, no such inspection being possible unce
: system. j

[P ﬁiiﬁi?ﬁ%ﬁeet a possible objection to the sul‘)s?itut‘lo'n‘

f cremation for burial, let me ol?serve‘th.at th_g 10‘111.1e} IS‘
? lly susceptible with the latter of association with 1e11g10u§
b‘qu?'yl rites, if not more so. Never could the solemn a1‘1
mncll(?irv WOl'éS ¢ gshes to ashes, dust to dust,” be 1.1101'e appro-
tO-l'mtnl fouttered than over a body about to be conglg%}ed .to the.
o 'k 'ﬂle with a view to metaphor, the dissipation of
i g 1ilo’le body in the atmosphere in the ethereal form
&I'mOSt th: ‘r‘:mtter is far more suggestive as a type of another
Zic{éa; el?righter life, than tile consignment of the body to the

T ‘ison of the tomb. :

&bh;n(ligdn?o propose to describe here the processes Whlf:l; ila]\;e
been employed, or any improYed sys?em whlc}fl zmg 1 A 1Se
adopted for the purpose of ensuring rapid :an.l per e‘cf c‘omC tt(;
tion of the body, although much might be )szud 11‘1 refer ‘ejn e t

these matters. There is no doubt thftt h.u‘thel 'expeltnnfe?l s
and research are wanting for the practical unprovellne‘ls 0 11e
process, especially if required to be cogdueted 0;1 %'tfdloéczﬁz 1:3;
Yomething has been already accomplished and w1 1 e? =
results. I refer to recent examples of the process as practised by
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Dr. L. Brunetti, Professor of Pathological Anatomy in the
University of Padua. These were exhibited at the Exposition
of Vienna, where I had the opportunity of examining them
with care.  Professor Brunett exposed the residue from bodies
and parts of hodies on which he had practised cremation by
different methods, and the results of his latest experience may
be summarised as follows : The whole process of incineration
of a human adult body oceupied three and a half hours. The
shes and bone carth weighed 1-70 kilo., about three pounds
and three-quarters avoirdupois, They were of a delicate white,
&Dd.were contained in g glass box about twelve inches long,
by eight inches wide, and eight deep. The quantity of wood
1lse.d to ef.feCt absolute anq complete incineration, may be
?é‘amated from itg weight, about 150 pounds. Ie adds that
.Sllltﬁliﬁgztm;? Sf on‘e florin ‘&Hfl twenty kreuzers,” about two

< owpence English. The hox was that marked

No. IX.i [y )
Italian\. ; I the which wag No. 4149 in the Catalogue :

In an adjacent cage was
the latest ang most successfy
Processes it hag been

case,

al example of mummification by
I method. By a series of chemical
appearance natyyrg] toaf'tfmpted oo e thle
mirable ag thig 1‘ecgult = a's 1'68'&1’(1‘8 colour a'nd form. f&c -
and pa Bl q _appears to be in pl-?s(_arw.ng anato.m.wal
very far fl‘ot;m gu» li)ef:‘l;nens of the b.ody, 1t i, in my opinion,
Biast o Conciiticce%' ‘ul when apph(-,:d to the face and hand.
coloured gnq not\mlll ;S‘pl‘oduc@d \thh resembles a bz.Ldly-
Ness that thig in:, e :fmmed ‘}’&Xe11 Image. And the conscious-
not g ]ikenesé SOP(EI ,eC; Mhle\fement is the real person zu}d
value to the Su;'\;iv():u ‘1om being caleulated to enhance its
it were, of g debmgei pl.(?d_u‘(ies the Yery painful impression, as
sible not 4, be a\(x&u(e 2111;%;11;?15 Whﬂf%, moreover, it is i{npos-
101: the reality mugt ip time 11: ;ubﬁtglltlon I su_ch sl
€xists, of the onee living f&cell'a}cli he menta,lh p1cture.whlc-h
gence, of which the )regb, el 1g _ed by emotion and intelli-
To veturn tﬁ SErvee f&C‘e 18 wholly destitute.
Dumeroyg considerat? pl"().ce?g O,t cremation. There are still
MOns M its favour whieh might be adduced,

' Far better poc
etter vegyltg have heen since attaineq (1884)

pe-
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of which I shall name only one; namely, the oppm:tumt)i 1lt
offers of escape from the ghastly but costly ceremonial x‘vhgl:}
mostly awaits our remains after death. How Of.tel.l 1'1a\re :
slender shares of the widow and orphan been .dlmunshed in
order to testify, and so unnecessarily, thei'r loving mf&mmg Oi
the deceased, by display of plumes and sﬂl_ien scarves & 01;
the unconscious clay. And again, how p.rohﬁc of nnsc'lnef 0
the living is the attendance at the bur.leyl ground, with u}n-
covered head, and dampstruck feet, in pitiless weather, at t;e
chilling rite of sepulture. Not a few death§ have been elea’l y
traceable to the act of offering that ¢ last tribute of 1'espe.ct.
Perhaps no great change can be .expected ab pre.sent 11?' thve‘
public opinions current, or rather in the 0011.\'e11t}011a1 Vlf%“s
which obtain, on the subject of burial, so ancient is the‘ prac-
tice, and so closely associated is it with sentiments of aftect}on
and reverence for the deceased. To many persons, any kmdA
of change in our treatment of the dead wil.l be s‘uggestn‘e of
sacrilegious interference, however remote, e.1t1.1e1' in .fact or .by
resemblance to it, such change may be. Millions still chens_h
deep emotions connected both with the past and the future in
relation to the ¢Campo Santo,” and the annual ¢Jour de.sA
Morts.” And many of these mig}lt be slow to lga'rn that,‘ if
the preservation of concrete -l'emzuns z}nd the ab1¥1ty to offer
the tribute of devotion at a shrine be desired, cremation equally,
if not better than burial, secures those eflds. . On the other.
hand, I know how many there are, both in this eoun’m:y an.d
abroad, who only require the assurance that crenmtl(?n is
practically attainable to declare their strong preference for it,
and to substitute it for what they conceive to be the present
defective and repulsive procedure. A few such might, by com-
bination for the purpose, easily examine the subject still further
by experiment, and would ultimately secure the power if they
desired to put it in practice for themselves. And the con-
sideration of the subject which such examples would afford
could not fail to hasten the adoption of what I am fairly
entitled to call the Natural, in place of the present Artificial,
Treatment of the body after death.
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~ ary’ y, 1873
[T7e foregoing paper having appeared in the ¢ Contemporary of January, s
areply from My, Ho

lland took place in February; the followi;g paper,
! 7 : Wpson
defending Jis original statements, was published by Sir Henry Thomy
n the March number of t/mtjom‘nal.]

CREMATION :

g CESS.
A REPLY To CRITICS AND AN EXPOSITION OF THE PROCES

I coxrrss that it is not without some

surprise that I find my
Proposal to substitute (rem

ation for Burial as a sanitary
reform formally OPposed in the last numper of the ¢ Contem-

Porary * by a member of ¢he Medical Profession. From the
general publie, on account of its natural and tender Sym'pﬂ:thy
with ancient customs, especially when hallowed by religious
rite, T had expected adverge eriticism. From those who are

eve themselyes to he 80, in the celebration

interested, or beli
of funerea] Pomps and ceremonialg of all kinds, a protest was
ely to be heard.

also not unlik
S, however, Ih

In all thi ave been mistaken. So far from
encountering Opposition, T have received encouragement and:
SUPPOrt from all clagses 4o an extent which would have been

almogt incredible haq I not witnessed it.
Clergymen are anxious to demonsty

words requiring change in ouy Burial Service to render it

wholly applicable to Cremation, Tpe public Pregs has all but
Unanimougly spoken favourably of the sch
only to be agsyy

aln grounds of possible objection,
With which Presently T shall haye 4o
and stationg

deal. Persons in all ranks
of life write me to say there ig nothing they
Would moye gladly obtain than the assurance that their wish
to be burned after death coulq be realiseq without difficulty.
Anq, lastly, T am bound 4o say that the much—perh
too much—ahygeq undert,
and a breadth of v

ate how few are the

eme, demanding

aps
aker, wi

lew for which

th a knowledge of the world
B0me might not haye given
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i i : “I only desire to supply the
hingl'cred;:;t l-miss?;iffttbsr%u(}al;a pflb?ic ydemands funer?lm;:?:i
frlgfiﬁ:,ént lilo;ées, dibsplay of, feathers, and a hosflaj(ily‘crea,dy
dants in black, I must furnish tht.em ; but :[l.am1 eiillnld L
to perform Cremation to-morrow if the p,ub l;c (1 I ﬁ(nd il
if you will tell me how to do itﬂproperly. ne
i ‘01?'0*6 ’dm;ﬁellll()taznlegian,ly(;qually at the number of m};
frier?(;lsl P;lnﬁs ;Lt the; quarter from whenee my one opponen

arl y

t, that I find him to be one so.well q'u&hﬁed 1tor th::
gpligonetl;lé writer of the article in question beingf 11(;3 neslsfmid
Ak ical Inspector of Burials for Engls
&ugh%{fl};:};:)u:;hteh%gfiglgtepartrrr)lent. I feel 31;1'.6, the)l(l),si?ilétrfi
s g said i nce of Burial and in opy
iy Whmht'ciblnwlijlel 1;2 lil'gelddﬁif 50 experienced and 1'ed(?ubtable
e . t: one who, according to his own showing, has
i &nmvgomia.re in controlling and directing the public money
i Sbliéhment of Cemeteries during the last t\\'el}ty
S ftz after all, T cannot wonder, seeing how extensive
"'yealzs- i fnmnce with the present state of these matters,
S vaUl&l elc he himself is identified with them, thth he
i ho'w tc' = tg at the outset that in itself my paper ¢ Is n(.)t
s 111‘ m;a’ ‘Lthe theory on which its main conelusion is
Ly 195 ZZ) entirely without reasonable foundation.’

e bell]be;'theless, consents to discuss the subject, &lt.hough
i gg’sﬂtiv specify the theory thus ﬁtigmfttiis‘ed. ‘.As I‘nll)teglldr
to examine the article carefull'y, the omission will 1)1‘0 ai .3‘
not be important. The followmg. may be accepted as z; azl
summary of the views expressed in it M. Hol.lzmd ac.m%ts‘
the great evils of burial when it is adopted within the_ limi i
of the town ; but believes that ¢ mfnply large zmr_l well-situated
Cemeteries* having been established, for which
expense has been incurred ;° if, furthermore, th‘ey are not to?
much crowded at first, and are not t00 soon d}sturbed _&fte1-»
wards, it is “possible for burial to be .contmued without
danger, that is, without, not the possibility, but the pr@a-
bility of injury.’ All thege advantages granted, even then

‘a heavy
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Cemeteries ‘may he mismanaged so as to become unsafe,’
“for 50 long as men are men, mistakes, and worse than mis-
takes, will occasionally occur;’ and he states that *the real
danger from a well-situated and well-managed Cemetery, large
n proportion to the number of its burials, is not larger than
that of a well-managed railway.’
_ We learn, then, from her Majesty’s Inspector that Burial
13 by no means g certainly innocuous procedure : although,
provided all the conditions named above are present, which,
by the way, is by no means always the case in our very
popular suburban Cemeteries, much mischief may not occur.
In addition to this he combats at some length views which
he quite erroneously attributes to me ; and also imputes in-
accuracy in a statement of mine relative to chemical changes,
which imputation T sha]] prove to be wholly without foundation.
It is on thege grounds that Mr. Holland advocates burial,
and he is bold enough to assert itg superiority to Cremation,
although, i appears, he has had no experiel'lce whatever of
e IE.Ltter Process! T doubt whether he ever witnessed an
experiment, much legg hag performed one himself; indeed, I
am compelled to infer from his remarks that he knows nothing
zi izrl?eyolf the aefzount. which in my last paper I gave of the
tll ments by Brunetti of Padua, the results of which, al-
inl?ezii ?czcetllll(j)l;z mlfe‘, 1&8 I .intimajced more t'han ongce, very
Bowia i, 3 A W“‘fl might e.asﬂy b(? attained. He feels
L n‘;;;iléz tilz(;ﬁa 11)10 doubti }f sufficient care be taken3 no
st o by e ;t(izil%si; tbgi Crematmn,‘l.)ut qu&hﬁe‘s
lsble fo mishaps” than busial + gug oo 1S (I MOXe
oceasionally expected C(m .ulaf, p Bl m.lShapbj T G
far move difficult of con;eljllslg a,l more disgusting nuisance,
p alment.
Y estimated by Mr. Hollang, respecting which I

will adduce overwhelming testin i
stimor i
ol ey g vy of a kind that he will not
i S:condly, f;hat the plan of Cremation T have myself
thol])& _ed and will now advise, is wholly free from objections of
e kind Mr., Holland ha, Imagined to exigt - that it is com-

e N

CREMATION. 17

plete in its results, and is absolutely causeless of danger or
offence to others.

The evils inflicted on the living by the burial of the dead,
I find myself compelled to demonstrate. In my original article
I assumed these to be well known and universally admitted, and
had no idea that evidence on this subject could be required.
This, however, was an error. Thus T have several times been
asked quite gravely by young men, well educated and intelli-
gent, if it were an ascertained fact that decaying dead bodies
within a grave could really induce disease in the living : true,
they might give rise to horrible effluvia, and be very disagree-
able, but were they positively harmful 9 And one respectable
journal suggests, as worthy of consideration, whether solicitude
on these matters does not betray an undue care for the pre-
servation of life, and regards an attempt to control this fertile
source of disease, as dictated by ¢a constant and morbid fear
of death”! For all this remarkable ignorance of the subject
I can only account by the fact, that a generation has risen up
since there was made that notable revelation of horrors in the
London churchyards which the older men of our time ¢
never forget, but which the younger men never knew.

Some five-and-twenty years have now elapsed since a
systematic examination of the churches and graveyards of the
Metropolis was made by the most eminent and trustworthy
men of the day, when details were brought to light which, at
that time, smote the public with horror.

The result was that Acts of Parliament were passed pro-
hibiting intramural interment. The poisonous abominationg
were removed, vaults were hermetically sealed, and the dead
were carried miles away; nevertheless the same detestable
process of putrefaction goes on, although it is, at bresent,
beyond the reach of our senses, and only now and then
obtrudes itself on our notice.

My task, however, becomes yet more hecessary, since we
have before us to-day a Medical Inspector of Burials, who,
while admitting, with manifest reluctance, that some danger
still attaches to the process of interment, comes forward to
advise the public, with all the weight of hig experience, to

an

(¢
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i oo : t

‘;Ontmue that practice, mstead of inquiring, which he has n-ot
4 =

done, whethey g, mode of disposing of the body may not ex1s

Wl})ﬁeh 5 &bsolute]y harmless ang devoid of all the evils named
above.

It s cleay then that, fo the sake of the general reader i

all eventg, it iq nNecessary 4o refer, although briefly, to the 11~

dubggi)lﬁ.e\{idence Which exigtq relative to this subject. »
of Health* my omation let mg siae ha he ¢ Gieneral BOA

e g jgsion-
ade, in 1849, Special investigation, Commlﬁ’,i e
Sutherlang W 8¢ Southwooq Smith, Chadwick, Mlﬁ'nﬂ,'
mquir ‘- ;’ aller eWis, anq others, to conduct a searc 11?
Y mto the gtato of the burial-grounds of Liondon a.lq
! y 4 pqULE
OW0S: and to devise a scheme for extramt

oty . e e qfioll;
e ‘leu Teport,! which aboundsin informs
0 or thyeg extractg.

appily, ANy minyte description of the state of the grave”
S Which resulted from ¢the pl-esefl
0 towns’ need not be given. It “1/
upurpose to observe that the reporters Say% a
. ;ii he necessity of making Statel.nentgscznes
eel mogt ?Jllld eI 1'eprest.3n.t 1ngb‘ut e
sehal-g(; ﬂle wetant publicly to exhibit; e t0
1e duty entrugteq to us if we Wer. 11y
sclosure of the truth ; more especi® n
€ of the evi] ig indispensable =
ctual remedy.’ 2
ils, T quote again as follows :—

afely rest the sanitary part of
g and

arge provineia] ¢
Sepulture,
I Sh&H m&k

Very painfy]
Which We
should {]] g

4 “76, :

rs, ¢ mg, g the
' Repoyy Y

Son, ror O @ Geney {
% 1800') b Scheme Jor Extramural Sepulture. (Clowe

(Sign@d) CARLISLE.
ASHLEY.

The b Epwin CHADWICK‘ITII

5 Subj , 8 &

Deriog 4, Jec{: haq been eXamiy, T. SourHWooD S
e

K eﬂl‘ly
ts Whoge work ed befoye by official authority ; and at an

p oy v o 11_1011
Speciyy ol€Mang, JOné]OG?(llUU?/Cm‘(Zs is well known, and contains ™
"uiry n, 1839,) p
i <L0nd°n, 1 ; ‘mt? g Practic, of Interment in Towns; bY Ed“ll(j
°) 18 yep] - / > Ul 3 - thos?
rsy H Plete wigp, ead by t
€ Inqyiy evidence, and should be read bJ
n q Gene, , qU.lly ful‘the )

. T,
(v} Schcmc, &e p. 5
.y .
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case on the single fact, that the placing of the dead body in a
grave and covering it with a few feet of earth does not prevent
the gases generated by decomposition, together with putrescent
mafters which they hold in suspension, from permeating the
swrrounding soil, and escaping into the air above and the
water beneath.’

After supporting this statement by illustrations of the
enormous force exercised by gases of decomposition, in burst-
ing open leaden coffins whence they issue without restraint,
the reporters quote the evidence of Dr. Lyon Playfair (late
H.M. Postmaster-General) to the following effect :—

‘I have examined,” he says, various churchyards and
burial-grounds for the purpose of ascertaining whether the
layer of earth above the bodies is sufficient to absorb the
putrid gases evolved. The slightest inspection shows that
they are not thoroughly absorbed by the soil lying over the
bodies. I know several churchyards from which most feetid
smells are evolved ; and gases with similar odour are emitted
from the sides of sewers passing in the vicinity of churchyards,
although they may be more than thirty feet from them.’

. . . . He goes on to estimate the amount of gases which
issue from the graveyard, and estimates that for the 52,000
annual interments of the Metropolis ! no less a quantity than
2,672,580 cubic feet of gases is emitted, ¢ the whole of which,
beyond what is absorbed by the soil, must pass into the water
below or the atmosphere above.’

The foregoing is but one small item from the long list of
illustrative cases proving the fact that no dead body is ever
buried within the earth without polluting the soil, the water,
and the air around and above it: the extent of the offence
produced corresponding with the amount of deca.ying animal
matter subjected to the process.

But ¢ offence’ only is proved : is the result not only dis-
agreeable but injurious to the living ?

! A number which has already reached 80,000, in 1873,
increase of population. The above was written jn 1849,
It has been stated by some that the mere contact of the corpse with fresh

earth suffices for safe disinfection! Such a monstrous delusion is disposed of
by this evidence.

80 rapid is the

c2
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The Report referred to gives notable examples of the fatal
influence of such effluvia when encountered in a concentrated
form ; one being that of two gravediggers who, in 1841,
perished in descending into g gray

e in St. Botolph’s church-
yard, Aldgate. Such are, however, extremely exceptional in-

stances ; but our reporter goes on to say that there is abundant
evidence of the injurious actiop of these gases in a more
diluted state, and cites the well-demonstrated fact that ¢ cholera
Was unusually prevalent in the Immediate neighbourhood of
London graveyards.” T cannot cite, on aceount of its length,
a paragraph by Dr. Sutherland attesting this fact: while the
many pages detailing Dy, Milroy’s Inspection of numerous
graveyards are filled with evidence which ig quite conclusive,
and deseribes sceneg which mugt be read by those who desire
further acquaintance with the subject.!

Dr. Waller Lewig reports the mischievous results of breath-
ing the bestiferous gair of vaultg and the king of illness pro-
duced by it.2 g long anq elaborate report of the condition
of these excavations beneath the churches of the metropolis,
Presents a marvelloyg iew of the Phenomena, which, ordi-

the grave, could he examined here, illustrating
the many stages of decay; a condition which he describes as
a “ disgrace to any civilisation.” Byt 14 may be said all this
18 changed DOW ; inframurg] Interment ng longer exists: why
Produce thege shocking recordg of the past ?

Precisely because they enable ug to know what it is which
we have only banished o our suburban cemeteries ; that we
may be 1:eminded that the brocess has not changed, that all
th%s horrible decomposition removed from oyy doors—although

il not long either at Kengal Green or
other cemeteries—goes on as
in dangeroug vicinity to our
an explanation which T think
ery few who read my former article,
Hollang misunderstands me, and bases the

be the case,
nothing of gome

homes. Ang here T mugt make
can he necessary to v
although My,

! See independent exam
43-46, anq many otherg §

f pages 13, 14, 15, 17, 18, 21, 26, 28,
% See algo Chadwick'g

Ve quoted, p, 99,
"y, for Numeroysg illustrations.
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greater part of his paper upon the utter mlsrepll‘esel'lgaj;ulll(i ?lf
my meaning he is pleased to .malfe. Becauvse -Si:ere e
burying the corpses of to-day in dlstajnt gm’xfels \\te it
ing by poison for our children’s children, 1'e‘ alx e
pains to inform me that probably these pz.utlcu &1 e
must at that future time be as innocuous as if 'they 4 o
burned. No doubt they will be so ; but as yemis passt;)ef, Ik
close neighbourhood and u}{timtate eozltaeif‘zf the putrefy
i » livi scendants must arrive. )
dea(}t“i;ﬂ(:llcl);lall(zlllléfti(}sl of time. And it was expressly for tl-le
purpose of guarding against the misapprehensi.ollll I c(?]]fﬂ?:;
of, and which has furnished my opponent w1tl 51110 HO;‘,iEO.
’Jortunity of needless remark, that I added the fo 1 3
oy ge, which it is only charitable to suppose he must have
gjsfi)%lzecl (although it forms the immediate sequel to that
hi juoted) :— . .
WhH‘jl;tljaena(?cl))te g)r&nted, to anticipate objection, that it is .q'ult:
possible that the bodies now bm:ied may hm:e lost most, if 110'
all, their power of doing mischief by the‘ time that t’he ‘pail-
ticular soil they inhabit is turned up again t.o the 811111 T 1&}1 :(;
although this is by no means certau?; but it is beyf)'n( 'c 1‘sptnd
that the margin of safety as to tll];l‘e grows 11&1101“21‘ a
narrower year by year, and that pollutlon' of wells z?nf S, 161;111‘15
wchich supply the living must ere long arise wherever we bury
i deadtilert;nisscﬁlc:n?llojtrlbt that the passage which has been
thusl,\I 01\1‘1’1fair1y separated from its context, and’sov m.adle t10
+ the exponent of views I do not hold, and‘ha\ e, indeed,
ELPP(?ml disclaimed, is that in which he professes to ﬁl?d
i};g;f; .fs';r h}s statement that the ‘theory on which my D‘lalll’
Z)onclusion is based is entirely wit'hout reasf)llable foundation.
What then becomes of this sweeping a,.gsertlon? B e
At this point let me call anothe1: witness on this 11111)10% in‘
subject.  Perhaps it would be chfﬁculi? to mname a higher
‘ hority in this country on any question of public 11’6.21,1t11,
o that of Dr. Edmund Parkes, Professor of Military
g;:iene of the Army Medical Sc.hool at Netley. With the
part’gicular part of his writings which I am about to quote, I
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was unacquainted until the Jagt f
appear in a work ¢ brepared es
service of the army.” That

ew days, perhaps because tl_ley
pecially for use in the medical

at all events must be my excuse
for not having them withiy reach before.! In a short, but

suggestive, chapter ¢ on the disposal of the dead,” he proposes
the following question :—

‘ What, then, is the best plan of disposing of the dead so
that the living may not suffer 2 At Present the question is not
an urgent one ; hut if beace continue, and if the population of
Europe Increase, it will become g9 i another century or two.
Already in thig country we haye Seen, in our own time, a great
change; the objectionable Practice of mterment under and
around churches in oy has been givep up, and the popula-
bion is buried at & distance frop, their habitations. For the
Present, that measure wi] probably suffice, but in a few years
the question will again inevitably Present itgelf.

: Burying in g, ground appeayg certainly the most in-
sanitary plan of the three methodg,2 The air over cemeteries is
constantly‘ cpntaminated (see b. 76), and water (which may be
u.se.d‘ for drinking) {5 oftep highly impure. Hence in the
.vmlmt)f Qf raveyards tw, dangers to tho population arise, and
I addition, froy, time to time, the disturbance of an old
staveyard has giyey rise to diseqge, It is a matter of noto-
riety .that the Vicinity of 8raveyards ig unhealthy.’

To return 4, OUr reporters : e have seen the condition of
graveyarqs 0 towns, hyt it will not }e undesirable to glance
;leﬂclllse ivﬁzf;me relating to the condition of provincial churcl‘lj

? ) 1 & Sparse population, the pure

n the midst of
alr circulateg with n al freedom~numbel‘s of such

8pots are mentione

o ed—let one single example be ¢ Cadoxton
“rchyard, pegy Neath.’ Respecting this, the reporter
Writes ;¢ T do not know

how otherwise 4o describe the state

yard than jy S0ying that it is truly and
- aboming]q The sme) from it ig revolting. I
Qistinctly Pereeive it ip €very one of the neighbouring

which 1 Visited, ang in eVery ong of these houses there
Y Mamayg of
* Burigy W the

of thig church

could

Practicgy Hy

(iene.,
Lang, oy at

(London, Churehill, 1864.)
Bm‘ning, p. 458.

Sea, ang

23
CREMATION.

iarr > This is-not a
-have been cases of cholera or severe diarrheea.” T

'se ; for further examples
selected specimen, some are even worse ; for further examy
see below.! 27 ' : e
I next complain that there is insufficient 1ec<Eg11;11it b
‘ ‘ i ¥ e a-
Mzr. Holland’s paper, of the unhealthy chamctélfocﬁon kv
nat'ions which result from the process of putrefa

(¢ o 57 s i 5 f{LCt
@

i urial
' ; f decay which b
that at the end of those lon{; stages .o " %z ke s e
ders necessary, the result is as harmless as ¢ cya el e
ren BCesSary ( : e e
the process of Cremation, passing over as not w 0'211 T bovts
; is replete wi
fact that for lang years the corpse is 11e‘p}ctc v i s
c ischiev thing which may n
i re mischievous to anything it
which are . : ' ot
their range; absolute 1solat1011‘bemg'thc only L o
e ty. Conversely stated, this is precisely my m} d g %mﬁon
saiety. A he el‘iol'ity 1) rems .
rates triumphantly the sup I
and demonstra _ Ape et
1 firm ; ‘e arrive in one hour,
; by burning, we arrive i .
e I f harmless result which
rery stage armless res
{ : er, at the very stage o sul
offence or danger, o b,
: i g : rue, indeed, it is,
rying res years to produce. . . th
burying requires y - : i
£l ejillt{i;mate result is the same,” but an infinity ofI mis e
; 1 by mine.
i ; ' ¢ can happen by
7 his process, and none ¢ : :
o h&ppenllb‘i ! 81} only o’n his own showing claim a perfect
; 6 ca :
nd, after all, he ; ( B gl
- it by burial ‘i no more dead be buried than thc-ltllole 51
ol ' i 7 carrie ough it, will decom-
n contained in rain and dew carried through it, i
o { j j 4 o ; |
" and 7/ such soil be left undisturbed, &e., and ¢ o
I', * ). ¥ » 3 8 . 2 o 7= ’ -L, ﬂ'{Lln
e 1C ground for burial be discontinued,” &e., &-c ; gain,
STcl 8 / ‘s ingufficient regoo.
Gh i julother instance of Mr. Holland’s insufficier % g
e R 2 - . Tieor & anations
ﬂ}C_l of the unhealthy character of cadaveric Cl?i (1 o
n D O R
1111’5{01 I must particularly call attention to. I had sta ul Lt
‘hich é . ; erdiebs
N utle resolution of an animal body the gaseous j 110
: 1 ¥ .l i oY 3 7 ‘(. - 1 111 >
i carbonic acid, water, and ammonia. He impeaches my
were ¢ |
ess, saying that I am— |
i i, e Hhak #esilh e
i ¢ Not, however, quite accurate in descubmg tha’? result
. O" tion of water, of ammonia, and of carbonic acid,
w the chief products; for if the decomposition either w }tl ﬂo
| A le ‘ 1 -1 Y y Y Y 4§
a%tl t fire be complete, no ammonia will be formed in 1¢e
2 1 sfore 1t VO SCE N
Wl‘l ,, it formed, 1t will be converted before it need escape
soil; or, ) ‘ | i
it., p. 43. Report of Mr. Bowie, describing graveyards at Merthyr
1] ?})l;;mi] Roxburghshire ; Greenock, and other places.
Tydvil; <, LVO3
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either into the air, or he carried off b
of uncombined nitrogen, or changed i
element with OXygen, such as nitric

I never said the ultimate regult
was ammonia, bhut T repeat th
formation in large quantity,

¥ water, in the form either
nto some compound of that
or nitrous acid, &e.’
of the resolution in question
at ammonia is an intermediate
by which nitrogen passes off be-
fore it comes to be the nitric or nitrous geid’ he speaks of, the
latter being, by the WAy, 10 more an ultimate step in the process
than is ammonia. At what poing shal] we stop if we are to

trace to their last stages the volatile component elements of
the body 9 Why, certainly not ot ammonia, nor at nitric acid,
but at carbon, .nltrogen, hydrogen, ang oxygen. I chose' to
rest ab ammonia, becauge the evolution of ammonia is an 1m-

bortant fact, and T re-assert that it is largely produced. So
much for the ¢ prior

; statement, Now what is the evidence
from observation in this Matter ? Wag I right or was I wrong,
as Mr. Hollanq Says I am, in gt

Says ating that the body is resolved
among other things jng, AMmmonia 2 Apy intelligent witness

Will do for me, 14 We have Dr. Paykeg still in the box : let us

in.terrogate him,  Tpg4 Same short chapter almogt commences
with the following Passage :—

¢ After death the buried body returns to itg elements, and
gradually, anq often by the means of other forms of life which
Prey on i, g large amoynt of it forms carbonie acid, ammonia,
Su}PhUretted and carburetteq hydrogen, nitrous and nitric
ael(_l, and varioug aseous products, many of
owever, are eventually all
e simpler combinationg,’ 1

1t of the volume, in speaking of the air of
writes

osition of
arbonic acid

In anothey pa
chm‘ehyards, he
‘The decomp
oot of carbonic peig,

Putrig vapour are glgq given off’

; ! i
In vaults, the ajy containg myp, ¢

or sul.plude of ammongum, Nitrogen, L
Organic mattey 2

bodieg gives rise to g very large
Ammonia and an offensive

arbonic acid, carbonate
ydrosulphuric acid, and

: Parkeg, p. 457,

& Op. cit., p. 76.
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e 1 cttel' is
My readers will agree with me, I think, that this ma
isposed of. . i penh
dlSpIO:now arrive at the second part (_)f my SL}bJeCt’ell? ;Zl;lpte Q
have to show that the plan of Cremation I hz.net my:: g jche o
and will now advise, is wholly free from ob.Jec. 1on; N
i\dr Holland has imagined to exist; that it is con’%lp i e
res;ﬂts and is absolutely causeless of danger or of o
.« . 1 t
&nyﬁmn persons have expressed to me the oplm'on thizt 1l 1?:%’1118
i : ﬁi’s}’g paper to have described what I believed ; (;hig i
i)nslzll};ode of performing Cremation. May I say ﬂllzb hox\;'ever
aio desired by the Editor of this Journal. t? fe.l, quesﬁon,
/ -epared to give the information & ,
although I was preparec . - b - T T
: i i lge beforehand what mig
at it was impossible to judg : S
iﬁ;:pltion by the public of my prqect,'lzu}? Ithaz: 1£]£1:ket(3111ed
“ i i actuad
too far and weight it too heavily i actually :
gﬂpsarggcess by which ea;h reader could realise for 1_11mself }ts
1(; lre and mode of operation. T think the reticence was
naugentL although it might possibly have been 1111116(3?1:3135;1‘%. pe
= ke it 1 i If to say that, before that fir
hink it is fair to myse S¢ E _
'tiilz ilas published, a scheme for burning two th.(?usan(z
;Li)dics a week for London (the average prosent11‘e(111L]11te}111116311I
o ; 1 ted, and tha
i ix hundred) was quite completed,
-y Ul e lish this would not be a
atisfied myself that to accompils 8 > -
h.&d S‘L]J?Stm:k an}zl that it would occasion no nuisance w llthex ell.
dlﬁﬁ%?'th(;ut ’entering on those details, T \\’111_ give an emn_lpte
£ 111; I have done in the matter of resolving the body into
of wha a
: i lements by heat. o ‘
i iltl?gzzteo? all I must request the reader.to dismiss flf)]l]
; i 1 all the allegations against the practice of C:Fem&’fnon
hls'mm} y Holland has made, grounded on what he imagines
Whltc ’ 1\olc'esg t:) be. He states that it ¢ would necesszlmly
PTOCESS . ‘ L
. "16 the active superintendence of & class of men \; 1os;e‘
s for such an office it would be scarcely possible always
servlgf Sin : while it is evident that imperfectly_‘ conducted
pa s Z(Lr of' the dead would be inexpressibly ishocklng, and apt
bmn} n-be] to occur.” The point first named is a matter bzu.ely
i tllib lcor{testing" but the last five words are absolutely with-
wor ;

e
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?ctiiOLln(l.&thll’ and I challenge him to show a tittle of evidence
Abpmt t‘he very grave allegation they contain.

B tlﬁli‘zei“l‘ reverberating furnace will reduce a body of
and fracile ()Oilte.hge s1¢ and weight, leaving only a few white
I have t)my;elf 1()): S oh earthy material, in less than one hour.
entire bodies onle ;Sonfiﬂy Superintended the burning of two
0ne of 140 Tbs, weepy o C0ciated of 47 Ibs. weight, and
ducts—in the formg- ik eH}&Ci&ted, and possess the pro-
weighing about 4 ]bel ¢ase, weighing 13 Ibs.; in the latter,
file Miifes ol t:. : .I‘he former wag completed in twenty-
ceived—inde,ed sahel 5, ﬁ.fty' No trace of odour was per-
slightest difﬁmilt Fom A thing i impossible,—and not the
scribed were not 4 }zl‘esentecl itself. The remains already de-
Bothing can pe mWI. hdrawn ti) the process wag complete, and
are, and nothing (;16 pure, tested by sight or smell, than t.hey
It is g refined g bbl'ess Suggestive of decay or decomposition:
Sublimate, anq not a portion of refuse, which I

have bef,

0re me T} il

3 1€ exper : i e

of several Persong Periments ool place in the presence

beriment yygq Dr. ¢ 100g the witnesses of the second e
officer of the LOC’.LI George Buchanan, the well-known medical
d over N o “

completenegg of the procel;;ﬂlent Board, who can testify to th»
I chaly D ,

enoe =
all the costl; ‘Lin 1) °Pbonent to produce o fair a result from
dom, anq Offélli crefully-managed cemeteries in the King:
" him v )

DProcegg, bwenty years in which to elaborate the

o] 8 described, the gases which leave
. °y (_humg the first three or four minubes
: 3 2 ! e

80, and g smoka < 8t after that time they cease to b
© Would e seen. But thoge noxious §ase’

V€ Permitt :
ed to ege : 1 wil
' Stape by any chimney, and

gh a flye into Pe by any chimney, ¢

! ‘ : 5
htirely COnsume ; 14} & second furnace, where they 2%
e soand the ohs: . cless
10 organj, Produc A6 Chll’llney of the latter is smolel

o stion g thug tjtzﬂ-late\’er can issue by it. A conll?lef
S0e88ary, which -+ o 0ed.  Not even s fall chimmney
thc.‘ Sife whey C ught be Pointed at as that which mavyke
Derformed. A gmall jet of Ste.ﬂm
a low chimney i all that is requist g

dulckening the

1 3 .
Temation jq
dl‘aught of
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If the process is required on a large scale, the second furnace
could be utilised for Cremation also, and its products passed
through another, and so on without limit.

Subsequent experiments, however, by another method,
have resulted in a still greater success. By means of one of
the furnaces invented by Dr. Wm. Siemens, I have obtained
even a more rapid and more complete combustion than before.

The body employed was a severe test of its powers, for it

weighed no less than 227 1bs., and was not emaciated. I
was placed in a cylindrical vessel about seven feet long by
five or sixin diameter, the interior of which was already heated
to about 2000° Fahr. The inner surface of the cylinder is
smooth, almost polished, and no solid matter but that of the
body is introduced into it. The product, therefore, can be
nothing more than the ashes of the body. No foreign dust
can be introduced, no coal or other solid combustible being
near 1t : nothing but a heated hydrocarbon in a gaseous form
and heated air. Nothing is visible in the cylinder before using
it but a pure almost white interior, the lining having acquired
a temperature of white heat. In this case, the gases given
off from the body so abundantly at first, pass through a highly
heated chamber among thousands of interstices made by in-
tersecting fire-bricks, laid throughout the entire chamber,
lattice-fashion, in order to minutely divide and delay the
current, and expose it to an immense area of heated surface;
By this means they were rapidly oxidised, and not a particle
of smolke issued by the chimney : nosecond furnace, therefore,
is necessary by this method to consume any noxious matters,
since none escape. The process was completed in fifty-five
minutes, and the ashes, which weighed about five pounds,
were removed with ease. The foregoing is a very meagre
sketch of Dr. Siemens’ furnace, the principle of which is well
known to engineers, and to scientific men generally, and need
not be described in detail here.

I will now add—mnot that it affects the process in the
slightest degree as to vesults—that all my experiments .
hitherto have been made with the lower animals.

As a rough and unfinished sketch of a system to be

e
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followed when Cremation

1s generally adopted, I would suggest
the following sl

When death oceurs and the necessary certiﬁcat'e has beeill
given (relative to which an important suggestion will be m'a(:,
hereafter), the body is placed in a light wood shell, thel-1 = )
suitable outside receptacle Preparatory to removal for l‘ehéffﬁol}S
rites or otherwise.  Affer & proper time has elapsed,.l 5
conveyed to the Spot where Cremation is to be PerfOl?zen_.

here, nothing need be seen by the last attendant or gie ¢
dants than the placing of a shell within a small COmPa”.rEmeS é
and the closing of the door upon it. It slides down into 1
heated chamber, and ig left there an hour, till the necessallly
changes have taken Place. The ashes are then placed at the
disposal of the attendants, Ir

I now come to g VEry serious matter, treated of by 1\-1.
Holland in 4 manner of which I am compelled to Complam{;
He is pleased to male merry himself, and to suggest ﬂ,la
ITam Joking— oy, use his own Phraseology, ¢ poking fun —
When calling attentjqy, to my remarks relative to the ¢econo-
mical * view of Cremation, :

In Speaking of this, T stateq that it is an economic sub-
Jeet, whethey we will it op pop. Now I wish him and all m}i
readers to understand that I was never more serious, never
more earnest in Wy life than T was then and am ab thls,
moment, and ation of thig question of recollom%;'e
Anything Jike “fun’ or g ‘Joke,” wherever else it may‘ t
tolerated, ig Wholly out of Place here. Secing that the Grea
Power whic has  ordained the marvellous and qeaselesz
action whigh transmuteg every animal body as quickly &
Possible it vegetable matter and vice versd, and 115;5
arranged that thig harmonioug cycle should he the absolt e
and Lecessary law for all existence, T have space for no Ot.h‘el_
S.entiments than thoge of submission, wonder, and admit®

. to
_If any say that it ig in bad taste, or does violence
Some right feeliy

to

in consider

. raits
18, to speak of the fate that inevitably awal
evel‘y one of us, in

that, on some future day, the elementtsb(l)e
ter into that other life of the Vvege? be
¢ they came, let the complaint thereo

our hodieg must en
World, whence one

~
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T let the
carried to the Highest Court of the Univ elsef, 31111(111(3 El
question be asked there, Whether ¢ the Judge of
doth right * 9 rery existence of
Meant.i g it.sufﬁces s knm}: tthegi:i];z ‘feelc};ndity which
these cavillers is solely due to tha ical principles,
bervades all nature, and is regulated by ecOllO?llcli : postpone,
the beneficent operation of which we may ee’l ?’Clan REVET
doing some notable harm thereby, but happily
resist 1 end. : :
1681;2;12512?@ against Mr. Holland, h-owever, is ngfm%ni;c});;
something much more1 se;‘ious. fAlhlll(llsni sze)r tl(ljie?ﬂalion, and
cum of remains in the form of as S urn, stating
which I was content should b‘? p‘r e‘.sel'ved H} z:stina”cion——as
only that the ﬁelds were their ‘11g1(1TieO;1ison A
they are—he spealks of-the lat‘c.e1 su,?oes_ L fr L
o ,- and_ g ‘ Outri'il‘sllllinﬁiﬁég Sigsiill?;‘l%;nd cannibalism.
AEEOSILER 1 n;);(i);lyz 1;;, he, so tender Dof sentiment on this
Yet" of fwle ceased remains, himself actually advocates and
e ﬂce u(tilising of by far the greater part of those
met-lseS 1 il e production of grass and other vegetables for
i .l)ose of keeping his cemeteries sweet iynd
& expl‘eSS' Pl%le aseous elements of these buried‘bodle&
\v1191esome ! -t'1u1§ﬂ§’ insisted upon when dealing ’mtl% that
Wthh., as I par nlgmy 76 by Tot dho gresiter Hart pemg 1‘11(:&1_
questlon.of ecount i,n relation to the ashes, Wl‘ueh are by
culable.m b, rere trifle, and which alone he is plea.sed to
comparison ? ltloremter part, I say, he not on-ly uses himself,
N 'I,‘li;h:t fghis very utilisation of it is the. _only way
i, e kno“;s ‘:,-incr a cemetery in a tolerable condition. Hte
g p‘leilel well that the presence of abundant 1>1le1 :
knows Pertee }; 1 in the cemetery to assimilate the noxious
SRR - .es§en’1a the buried bodies before alluded to, and
S ﬁtonzwe their life and structure to the very ele-
that those pla‘nfig' 1ds and relatives,” about wbom. he pr(_)tesses
ments of our g lliockecl that I should conceive it possible to
o .b‘e S(?,utte; y :n economical purpose! I charge my oppo-
Etellllfeﬂtllellelmh(; 1)1-Zfessi0nS notwithstanding, as in part the
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manager of the cemeteries of this country during ‘twe.nty
Jears, with having presided over perhaps the largest 1nst.1tu-
tion that ever existed for transmuting the human body ;11130
vegetable growth of various kinds. My one objection to his
system is that it does it so slowly, so offensively, and so
dangerously. :
Now, Test perchance someone not himself acquainted with
the facts alludeq to may desire, for such a statement, Othelj
authority than my own, let us listen once more, and for tl%e
last time, to Dy, Parkes. In order to oxidise the foetid organic
exhalations of the buryin -ground, he says : ¢ The only means
which present themselves, g5 applicable in all cases, are the
deep burial and the use of plants closely placed in the ceme-
tery. There is no plan which is more efficacious for the
absorption of - the Organic substances, and perhaps of the
carbonic acid, thay plants s but it would seem a mistake

80 use only the dark, slow-growing evergreens ; the Objec%
should be to get the mogt rapidly growing trees and shrubs,
&e. ‘

But even this is not, Iy opponent’s crowning inconsistency-
S0 determineq is |

1€ nof to accept Cremation, that he suggests
another mode, ¢ that of sinking the dead in the depths of the
& “far more to recommend it.’ No dq11bt
be said in itg favour ; much more certallﬂ'ﬁ'
Yet shocked ag he ig at the notion thafi .1:11S
uld ever fertilise the field, he would consigh

lace whence, almogt instantly, it would be
devm.u'ed by fish ang crustaceans, whose numbers would be
multl'plied COl‘l‘eSpOndingly by their benefactor’s enotmous
contributioy of food, ag the public markets soon would tes-
multiplies more rapidly than fish, and the

€ .
€co : 1 . . = e
c nlOIlllc Question would he determined in a manner more
omplete o X N
W Dlete, and mope direct, and with a more remunerative result
A any which

h iy 3 i ave, 0
Suggest 1 ad ever da ed, or still should dax

Thig remarkahle pro
Page as that iy Wwhich he

1 X o
P, 458, Dr, Sutherlmld al

than for burial.

father’s ashes sho
the body to g D

tify.  No animal

Posal appears actually on the same
affects to e outraged by my sugges-

80 stronglyl neists on the same practice.

v
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tion that burning the body would necessarily contribute to the
¢ food production’ of the earth. X
Anld here I shall take leave of Mr. Hollzu.ld, ’?0 seek sonll)(:
less formidable antagonist. Possibly in this h’ght may cl
regarded the writer of an article in the ¢ Spectator nex_\"rspfltpms,t
whose objection, supposing it to be s<.3r1ously. urged, is a m?ed
the only one besides those already noticed which has appear
within the range of our periodical litemture: B ;
By stretch of charity one might almost imagine it tov1 euff
Joke, seeing it is the writer’s only way of retreat from a \\; 13 y
untenable position. He urges thftt as the prfasent generation
is doing its best to exhaust ¢ the rivers, the rainfall, the nvllnes,-
and the natural fertility of the earth,” we ougl’lt to l'ezu etim.
dead remains ‘in bank for our d'escendzmts : '0}:, 1{& Hotheli;
words—for the generous sentiment is .1'epea,ted—‘ it is we a‘
such a deposit as the dead of generations should'be .left to (;1}1
posterity ! Waiving altogether the greatest ol.)(]ecmont to this
testamentary provision for our grandchlld.ren—v1z., the amount
of disease and death which is unquestionably produced by
burial in the soil—the writer ought t.o .have kn‘own‘that the
¢bank ’ in question, to use his own simile, pays no mteres‘t;
and that it is perfectly certain that such c.aplt&l rend.ered pl'ot
duetive at once, according to nature’s de.51gn, must yield a fa,l‘
greater profit, even for posterity, ’Elmn his own notal_ﬂe 011(;, oz
burying this one talent in a napkin as an offset agm.nst' w 1&1
he is pleased to consider our present exhaustion of ¢ rivers and

- . Ao o ' 9 s

rainfall,” which he declares is taking place at ¢ railway speed !
all, 4 il Vi 8
As if consumption of water in-any form, were it a million-fold

what it is, could exhaust or diminish the common stock a
single drop ! No modern schoolboy could make such a bh'mfler
as this; nevertheless, it is only a specimen of ofthers emstmg
within the short limits of that article, and equally easy to ex-
pose, if need be. T cannot pass over, however, one statement
that this writer has dared to make. He speaks of my ﬁgul‘e.s
relative to the number buried in Liondon in 1873., and esti-
mating the amount of bone-earth and ashes belonging thereto
as ‘very debateable,” and, further, that they ‘are open to
' Spectator, January 8, 1874,
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gulejlt;;?c.ist ﬁlfltil(') Sgyillﬁg this, 'he deelines.‘ to fight so en.;linent
small? T declare tn}jla & point of detail.” Is the point SO
the truth, and g ose figures to he below, and not abox"e,
is at stake - i I amply P}‘qmred to prove it. My Vejramty
ing or eXEL,cmerat IHOW i I‘ther crime than to issue mislead-
case, unless, ind: (11'1.1 merical statements in order to prove 2
ing g tittloj of ;i-é,;fé bti)to utter insinuations, without oﬁ'e;
nuﬂllel'ieal statement i untilllgpolt them, that an accura
no 4 .
relative thodtfenﬁoﬁo afford explanations which have been asked
said, and mogt O?lllg Very important subject. It has b.een
Poisoning if ’theng? ur%” what guarantee is there against
Possible, ag aftey blefn A0S are burned, and it is no longer
of examinatiop 9 ;tl 1al, to reproduce the body for the purpose
garding only ¢ 41, e t0 my ming g sufficient reply that, re-
amount of gy in t]glleétest good for the greatest number,” the
from the Present g i shape of disease and death, which resultsj
than the evil Callsyz em of buria] in earth, is infinitely Jarger
. \ Clljy Seeret poisoning is or could be, eveR
', 1 . 1IN were very congiderably t0 increase-
= a@l;l;gmtment of ofﬁcersyto examine z}:nd certif}‘f in
: i Would be an additional and very efficient
subject,\ls ther’\.and here T touch on a very impormnt
© reason to heligye that our present precat-

tiong iy th
i € matter 3 .
POl’Soning are thz ii death'certlﬁcate against the dangel L

be confessed thqy th €y ought to he? T think that it must
lnadequate tO c ey are defective’ fOl' 110t Only is our System
“Omparigoy thay i ed proposed, hut it is less efficient b}t
*Xisting gy ! that adoppeq by foreign governments- Qut

. at ado
"angem ’ e

cause of g, gementy f). ascertaining and registering tl;o
and give rise, as we shall 5€6

Serioyg Sk are very lax,

0 thig impo;:;ﬁmltn order 4o attain o approach to certituc?

desivapq n(;m- matt_el‘, I contend that it would be D.JOS

‘DSpectoy 4, cert‘l?&t-e I every distriot g properly qualifie
€€, to g lt:Y et U cases to the fact that death hAs

Dlay hag aem By himgele o o no f0%

\Voul‘l g 1”t€d’ and { = Aar his

any

as possible that

oVe the meg; 8ive the certificate accordingly-
1eal attendan of the deceased fro™
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disagreeable duty, relative to inquiry concerning suspicious
circumstances, if any have been observed. Such officers exist
throughout the large cities of France and Germany, and the
system is more or less pursued throughout the provinces. In
Paris, no burial can take place without the written permission
of the ‘ Médecin-Vérificateur ;> and whether we adopt Crema-
tion or not, such an officer might, with advantage, be appointed
here.!

For perhaps it is not generally known, even, as it would
seem, by those who have emphasized so notably the objection
.in question to Cremation, that many bodies are buried in this
country without any medical certificate at all ; and that among
these any number of deaths by poison may have taken place
for anything that anybody knows. Is it in the provinces
chiefly that this lax practice exists? No doubt, and more

! The practice referred to is thus regulated :—

The following is the text of the French law. Code Napoléon, Article 77.
¢ Aucune inhumation ne sera faite sans une autorisation, sur papier libre et
sans frais, de Dofficier de I’état civil, qui ne pourra la délivrer quaprés s'étre
transporté auprés de la personne décédée pour s’assurer du déeds, et que 24
heures aprés le déeés, hors les cas prévus par les réglements de police.’

Thus the verification of the deceased must always be made by a civil officer
in person; viz., by the Mayor of the town, or by someone he shall appoint. The
law, however, is executed differently in Paris and in the provinces. In Paris,
the verification is made exclusively by medical men appointed for this purpose
in each ‘quartier” Their functions are defined by an Act of the 31st of
December, 1821.  As soon as a death is reported, the civil officer communicates
with the medical man of the ‘quartier’ in which the deceased vesided, and
awaits the report to decide (in concert with the deceased’s friends) at what hour
burial should take place. The medical man attends at the residence indicated,
acquaints himself with all the circumstances of the illness, and reports in
writing relative to the following particulars:—1. The christian and swrname
of the deceased; 2. The sex; 3. If married or not; 4. The age; 5. The pro-
fession ; 6. The exact date and hour of the decease; 7. The ¢ quartier,” the
street, the number and story of the house in which it oceurred ; 8. The nature
of the illness, andif there be any reason for making an autopsy ; 9. Thae
duration of the illness; 10. The name of the persons who provided the medi-
cines; 11. The names of the doctors and others who attended the case.
Besides this verification made by the doctors belonging to each * quartier’ of
Paris, by an order of the Prefect of the Seine, April, 1889, a committec wag
formed to watch over the service. The medical men who attest the facts
connected with death at Paris are called the ¢ Médecins-Vérificateurs des décds.’

In Vienna, a similar document is always prepared, and perhaps with still
greater care and minuteness. The same may be said of Munich, Frunkfort,
Geneva, and other Continental cities.
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method of verification is intended to be preventive. A number
of instances were mentioned to me in which crimes which
would otherwise have escaped notice were detected by the
keen and practised eye of the Verificator, and the general
opinion certainly was that much crime was prevented.’ !

This is but an episode in treating of Cremation; a very
important one nevertheless. I have therefore thought it right
to take this opportunity of advocating a more stringent pro-
vision than now exists for an official inspection and certificate
in all cases of death.

Lastly, it would be possible, at much less cost than is af
present incurred for burial, to preserve, in every case of death,
the stomach, and a portion of one of the viscera, say for fifteen
or twenty years or thereabouts, so that in the event of any
suspicion subsequently occurring, greater facility for examina-
tion would exist than by the present method of exhumation.
Nothing could be more certain to check the designs of the
poisoner than the knowledge that the proofs of his crime, in-
stead of being buried in the earth (from whence, as a fact,
not one in a hundred thousand is ever disinterred for exami-
nation) are safely preserved in a public office, and that they
can be produced against him at any moment. The universal
application of this plan, although easily practicable, is how-
ever obviously unnecessary. Itis quite certain that no pretext
for such conservation can exist in more than one instance in
every five hundred deaths. In the remainder, the fatal result
would be attributed without mistake to some natural cauge—
as decay, fever, consumption, or other malady, the signs of
which are clear even to a tyro in the medical art. But in
any case In which the slightest doubt arises in the mind of
the medical attendant, or in which the precaution ig desired
or suggested by a relative, or whenever the subject himgelf
may have desired it, nothing would be easier than to make
the requisite conservation. As before stated, the existence of
an official verificator would relieve the ordinary medical at-

tendant of the case from active interference in the matter, TIf

then the public is earnest in its endeavour to render exceed-
! Op. cit.
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in the interval, Pasteur found that the mould contained germs

which, introduced by inoculation into a guinea-pig, produced

charbon and death. And, further, if a worm be taken from
an infected spot, the earth in the alimentary canal of the worm
contains these spores or germs of charbon, which, inoculated,
propagate the disease. And the mould deposited on the sur-
face by the worms, when dried into dust, is blown over the
grass and plants on which the cattle feed, and may th'us. spread
the disease. After various farming operations of tilling and
harvest, Pasteur has found the germs just over the graves of
the diseased cattle, but not to any great distzu.lce. After 1:&1115%
or morning dews, the germs of charbon, w1t].1 a quant.lty Od
other germs, were found about the neigh.bourmg plzu.ltf. Snt
Pasteur suggests that, in cemeteries, it 1s. very POSSI(I{'E&-;E*G
germs capable of propagating specific diseases of -l'ied i
kinds, quite harmless to the ezm‘th-worm_, may 1_)@ carl e
the surface of the soil ready to cause disease in the .plop‘

animals. The practical inferences in favour of cielnatflgilc :56,
80 strong that, in Pasteur’s words, tl%ey ‘need 11.ot e ent Cre.‘
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gfai?;yﬁ?ﬁaézsii Ern'bul‘ial were practised ; that existing
their monuments gngd ;ﬁs ca}'] ;)nly be of temporary use ; that
away ; and that 111‘11-b111';n1101 1.&1 stones soon decay or 01'1'11111)1(-3
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‘By the &dZ i bage irom M'r. Robinson’s book.
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can be carefully preserved, than in allowing them to become
the subjects of the loathsome process of corruption first, and
then subjecting them to the chance of being ultimately carted
away to make room for some metropolitan or local improve-
ment.”  The preservation of inscriptions and memorials,
whether in or arvound churches and public buildings, the
erection of beautiful tombs with urns as family burying-places,
would be worthy objects for the best efforts of artistic design.
As to the ceremony of burial and performance of any
religious service, distinguished members of the clergy of Fhe
Church of England have shown that scarcely z'm.y alteration
would be called for in our burial-service ; and it is felt that,
as urn-burial might be pmctised to any extegt anfi for zu?y
length of time in or around churches and pubhfx buildings, 1n
towns as well as in distant cemeteries, and without the ex-
and ugly expensive forms of 0111'.1)1‘esent
ight again, as of old, rest m _death
near the scene of their work in life ; and the restoration of
the family tomb to the chapel or crypt would renew and addf
to the tie between the family and the church. Qul‘ places‘.ol
worship and the spaces which surl;m.lnd _th'e}zlll, if ‘urnr-lr);liﬁl
became general, would be amply sufficient for the presery
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The ¢ earth to earth’ system, as it is called, so ably advo-
cated by my friend Mr. Haden—the burial in porous wicker
baskets, instead of wooden or leaden coffins—has some advan-
tages. It is somewhat cheaper, and decay is more Tapid; but
the ground is for a long time occupied by what pollutes earth,
air, and water. Mr. Haden’s argument that, as a body, after
coffinless burial, decays away in about six years, we may
“bury again in the same ground with no other effect than to
increase its substance and to raise its surface,” surely strikes
at the root of all sentiment of reverence or affection for the
dead—and, with what hazard to the living, the recent re-
searches of Pasteur are amply sufficient to prove. In addition
to the dangers from simple putrefaction polluting earth, air,
and water, we have to consider the dissemination of the germs
of specific contagious diseases. Liquid animal matter oozing
from putrefying corpses in g churchyard may possibly be so
purified by the oxidising power of g few feet of earth as to be
bright,.clear, and inoffensive to any of our senses; but water
which is 1?e1ther cloudy nor stinking, but rather enticing and
popular, like the water of the Broad Street pump in 1874,

has carried cholera to thoge who drank it. How - often

typhoid fever has been caused in the same manner, who
can tell 2

But T must not detain you longer. Here is the Address
to the Home Secretary, and I hope it may be signed by many
who are convinced that the present custom of burying the
dead is associated with evils which ought to be remedied.

‘\;’Ve3 the undersigned members of the British Medical
Association assembled at Cambridge, disapprove the present
custom of burying the dead, and desire to substitute some
mode which ghall rapidly resolve the body into its component
elements by a process which cannot offend the living, and
may render the remaing absolutely innocuous, Until some
better mode is devised, we desire to bromote that usually
kl.lown as cremation. Ag thig process can now he carried out
without anything approaching o nuisance, and as it is not
illegal, we trust the Government wil not oppose the practice

wher ine g i
en convinced that proper regulations gre observed, and

ol
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that ampler guarantees of death having occurred from natural
causes are obtained than are now required for burial.’

In conclusion, let me ask you to think on the following
propositions :—

Decomposing human remains so pollute earth, air, and
water, as to diminish the general health and average duration
of the life of our people.

Existing churchyards and cemeteries are not well fitted as
safe, secure, permanent, innocuous places of repose for the
remains of our dead.

The expense of funerals and interment in graves presses
unduly upon the means of the middle and labouring classes.

The present system of registration of death is so imperfect,
that common causes of preventible disease are not detected 2
and life is also rendered insecure by the omission of efficient
arrangements for the due verification of the fact and causes
of death.

These evils might be mitigated or prevented—(1) if
national cemeteries were provided and maintained, under the
direction of duly qualified officers of public health, and not
left, as now, to be sources of private gain to commercial
companies ; (2) if no interment were allowed without a cer-
tificate of the fact and the cause of death by an officer of
public health.

All this should be urged by those who are content to im-
prove on our present mode of burial. Those who will go
further, who will assist in the attempt to arvest the evils in-
separable from even the very best mode of burial, who would
add to our reverence for the remains of the dead, ensure an
impressive religious service, and at a reduced expenditure
provide for permanent monuments in beautiful open public
spaces, may at the same time prove the influence which our
Association can exert, and ought to exert, upon the health
and morals of the Nation.
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executive body of the council of the Cremation Society, for which I
act, a list of which counecil is herewith attached, to lay before you
the following facts :—

The Cremation Society of England was founded in 1874, with
purely public objects, and not for gain, by a number of scientific
and other gentlemen, on the basis of the following declaration, which
has been very numerously signed. Cremation Society.—Crema-
tion having now been performed with perfect success, a society has
been constituted on the basis of the following declaration, which
has been influentially signed :—¢ We disapprove the present custom
of burying the dead, and desire to substitute some mode which shall
rapidly resolve the body into its component elements by a process
which cannot offend the living, and shall render the remains abso-
lutely innocuous. Until' some better method is devised we desire
to adopt that usually kmown as cremation.’ A great number of
adhesions to this were afterwards sent in, and subscriptions were
received. The earliest duty of the council was to ascertain whether
cremation could be legally performed in this country, and a case
was drawn up and submitted to eminent counsel. A copy of
opinion is enclosed herewith, and being in favour of the proposed
reform the council decided to go on. A still more decidedly favour-
able opinion was given in writing, although unofficially, by Lord
Selborne to one of the council. In 1875 it was proposed to erect a
building for the performance of the rite, and a large sum of money
was subseribed for the purpose. A piece of ground was offered to
the society in the Great Northern Cemetery of London, and a
building would have been at once erected had the bishop of the
diocese not objected to its establishment in consecrated ground.
The history of the society at this stage will be seen in the report
sent herewith. Soon after this it appeared that in several parts of
Europe and in America cremation was becoming permissive, and
several cremations took place in Milan, Dresden, and other places.
Still later on, cremation was permitted in Gotha. A paper, de-
seriptive of the systems in use in Kurope and America, also aceom-
panies this communication. This paper also furnishes a list of the
modern cremations up to that date. The last cremation at Gotha,
was attended by a great many of the clergy. A short translation
from a journal describing this ceremony is enclosed. After much
seeking for a secluded yet accessible spot, a piece of ground not far
from the cemetery at Woking was obtained, and the council of the
society thought this a suitable site for a crematory pyre, as being
near the Necropolis, and having a service of trains suitable for the
conveyance of the dead: It may here be repeated that the society

R 2
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ance with the feelings of the public, or with respect due by law to
dead bodies ; it is sufficient for him to point out that it is a system
which, in this country, is entirely novel, and that, whether or not
the law forbids it altogether, the public interest requires that it
should not be adopted until many matters of great social import
have been duly considered and provided for. Burial can be followed
by exhumation, but the process of cremation is final; the result of
the practice therefore would be, that it would tend, in cases where
death has been occasioned by violence or poison, to defeat the
ends of justice; there will no longer be an opportunity for that ex-
amination, which, in so many cases, has led to the detection and
punishment of crime. The practice of ordinary burial has becom'e
interwoven with the legislative arrangements of the country, and is
closely connected with various safeguards respecting death, with
the statistics of death, and with the evidence of death. The
minister buries a corpse on the production of a certificate of death
and its cause; the burial ensures the certificate, the certificate
ensures the certainty of death, and is a check against foul practices.
Again, the form in which the certificate is produced to the minister
is that given by the Registrar, who issues the certificate in exchange
for that of the medical attendant, and thus the statistical object is
secured. Further, the certificate of burial is, in all legal proceed-
ings, the proper and most economical form of the evidence of death.
All these objects would be frustrated by the practice of cremation,
unless that practice were in its turn surrounded by legislative pro-
visions analogous to those which surround burial. I am, therefore,
to acquaint you, for the information of the promoters of tl.le Crema-
tion Society, that Mr. Cross cannot acquiesce in the continuance of
the undertaking of the society to carry out the practice of cremation,
either at their works now in progress at Woking or elsewhere in
this country, until Parliament has authorised such a practice by
either a special or general Act, and that if the undertaking is
persisted in it will be his duty either to test its legality in a court
of law or to apply to Parliament for an Act to prohibit it until
Parliament has had an opportunity of considering the whole subject.

—TI am, &e., :
GODFREY LUSHINGTON.

The Secretary of the Cremation Society,
11 Argyll Street, London, W.
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The Secretary of the Cremation S
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mation Society, stating that the societ_y wished to gct k1111
conformity with the Government, in their procedure in the

matter, the next following letter was addressed to the Presi-
dent of the society :—

The Secretary of State for the Home Department to Sur Henry

Thompsomn.
Whitehall : March 24, 1879.

Str,—1I am directed by the Secretary of State to ackn.o“{ledlgle
the receipt of your letter of the 20t11.inst.,. stating th.at it 11;1S 21 e
intention of yourself and friends to act 1 st.nct conformity Wl‘ 1 t‘le
wishes and directions of the Government in regard to the practice

3 Okt ir
of cremation.—1 am, Sir, A. F. 0. LiDDELL.

A change of Government having taken place, and the
council wishing to ascertain the views of the present Govern-
ment, the Secretary wrote as follows :—

The Right Hon. S W. Harcourt, Secretary of State to the Home
Department.
11 Argyll Street, London, W.: Dec. 11, 1880.
Srr,—1 am instructed by the council of the Cremat.ion Society
, o write and ask you when it will be convenient for you
mall deputation from the cox‘mcil, who desire to hand
you a memorial in favour of cremation, signed by member?, of the
British Association and others.—1I have the honour to be, Sir, your

most obedient servant,

of England %
to receive a 8

W. Eassiz, Hon. Sec.

The Assistant Under-Secretary of State to the Secretary of the
Cremation Society.
Whitehall : Dec. 16, 1880.

Sir,—I am directed by the Secretary of Stat'e to .&cknowleage
the receipt of your letter of the 11th inst., req_uestmg. him to receive
a deputation from the council of the? Cremation Sqmety who desire
to present a memorial on the sub;ect of _crematlon, and I. am to
aequaint you that the Secretary of State is unable _to receive th‘e
proposed deputation, and to suggest that thg council will submit
their views in writing.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

GoprrEY LUSHINGTON.
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cannot offend the living, and may render the remains abso-
lutely innocuous. Until some better mode is devised, we desire to
promote that usually known as cremation. As this process can
now be carried out without anything approaching to nwsance,
and as it is not illegal, we trust the Government will not oppose
the practice when convinced that proper regulations are observed,
and that ampler guarantees of death having occurred from natural
causes are obtained than are now required for burial.’

The Secretary of State for the Home Department to the Secretary
of the Cremation Society.
Whitehall : Dec. 31, 1880.
Str,—I am directed by Secretary Sir William Harcourt to
acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th inst., forwzu‘d%ng
a memorial signed by members of the British Medical Association

assembled at Cambridge (and other papers), praying that Her
Majesty’s Government may think fit not to interfere in the evel_lt
of the practice of cremation of bodies of the dead being adopted in

this country.—I am, Sir, your obedient servant,
A. F. O. LipDELL.
W. Rassie, Esq., 11 Argyll Street, London, W.

To the Hon. A. F. 0. Liddell, Home Office, Whitehall.
11 Argyll Street, London, W.: Jan. 28, 1882.

S1r,—Referring to my letter of December 24, 1880, as Secre-
tary of the Cremation Society, and your letter of December 81
acknowledging its receipt, the council not having received any
further reply to the questions submitted to the Secretary of State
for the Home Department, Sir William Harcourt, begs leave now
to submit the following question addressed to them by one of the
trustees of the society, Mr. Higford Burr:—* Supposing I were to
die now, directing my executors to have my body burnt in our
crematory at Woking, would my executors be liable to prosecution ?
They have also been asked to cremate the bodies of the mother
and wife of Captain Hanham, R.N., who have been buried under the
usual certificates, but who had expressed an earnest desire that
their bodies should be cremated. As the council are extremely
unwilling to proceed with any cremation without the knowledge
of the Home Secretary, and under conditions which shall ensure
the legality of the proceedings, I am desired to ask you to favour
the council with his decision as to the legality of cremation as
proposed by them. I am also instructed to ask if you will allow
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the council to submit to

ok you for approval regulations in the practice
of cremation intended

to prevent the destruction of evidence of

poisoning.—T am, Sir, your mogt obedient servant,
W. Eassie, Hon. Sec.
Whitehall : Feb. 14, 1882.
SiR,—I am directe Whiteha e

by Secretary Sir William Vernon Harcourt
fﬁli‘if“’?“"'ggﬁ tho xeceipt of your letter of the 98th ultimo, -
their gromog, ?i alf of the Cremation Society as to the legality Oi_
pl‘oceslr)s ofI') buer Juethod of disposing of the remains of the dead 'b}
of the gent] Hlngf: A~n 41 am to acquaint you, for the infOl‘matlof1
court cin ijlellen °:mmg the above society, that Sie William'Hf” 3
s deeisigon n;) OPInion in matters which belong to the jm‘isqlcmo11
the letters aefdo‘ courts of law. He ean only refer the society to
1879. ressed to you from this department on February 21

tion of an At of Pazl;
It is ¢ i
Shi Zuclzllf gllllty 2f ﬂ?ose who desire to pursue such a practice L'O_
court. mugt adfm. l0r1ty, and, until it is granted, Sir William Ha}n
office as Sta,tedl(iﬂe fo the view expressed by his Pl-edecessormlu'
! 1 A
obedient servant,  the letter above reforred to.—1 am, Sir: ¥

Goprruy LiusHINGTON:

The COTY
0
rrespondence up to the present time here closes-
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= 4 v 4 v Ly CARDI 08 O
HA X RAND (l URY, AT THE C V. C
C ARGE TO THE (]' A L Xy ROWN OURT FF

1~ FrBrUsRY 1884.

tra Jury,—There are a congiderable

Gens o8 (g) folﬁh&e(}z:lle(}ldar,}but, with one exception, tl.ley
i C&Ste‘ rdinary kind, and the circumstances attending
iy E;OS c(il a i1811a1 character that I shall not weary you
th‘em L 5111 )01; them at all. One of the cases tobe brought
o dwelhI}g i ingular in its character, and involves a legal
i e Sclf novelty and of such general interest, that
ome length what I believe to be the law

! 1)1'Opcl>S€ tomi'::fe ﬂ; iﬁwe givgn this subject all the considera-
rilc):lnltci)el&](%;: and' I am permitted to say that, although I alone
am responsible for what 1 am about to 1'05};(1 to you, Lord
Justice Fry takes the same view of. thfa subject as ‘I do, ‘d:l'ld
for the same reasons. William Price is charged with a mis-
demeanour under the following circumstances. He had in his
house a child five months old, of which he is said to be the
father. The child died. M. Price did not register its death.
The coroner accordingly gave him notice on a Saturday that
unless he sent a medical certificate of the cause of death, he
(the coroner) would hold an inquest on the body on the
following Monday. M. Price on the Sunc.layf afternoon took
the body of the child to an open space, putb it mt.o a ten gallon
cask of petroleum, and set the petroleum on fire. .A crowd
collected ; the body of the child, which was burning, was
covered with earth and the flames extinguished, and Mx. Price

question of so mu
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;VIa(;s\xt)il;flll)g}{t b.e fore the magistrates anq committed for trial.
s ime Iéldmted_before you on a charge which in different
Bt (Il)(l)lnes tg ‘hun'as crn?nnal two parts of what he is said
inquest on thee‘b QSt_’ 1 having pl'e.vented the holding of an
burn the chj) 04y 5 and secondly, in his having attempted to

ciuld’s body. With respect to the prevention of the

i 3 . .
hr:)(llgiesi’ (f? Z la_w 15 that l.t 18 @ misdemeanour to prevent the
the boc?y D Inquest, which ought to be held, by disposing of

it is Pl'Op.OsgilSt eslselllf;ial to this offence that the inquest which
0 hold ig &
“oroner has not ap g, vt oach ought fo bo held. The

case in whi
if Szemh‘;glcl)loi?:rciloo-seS fodo so. Tt would be intolerable
the privacy %)f P fm?l_llllt_l"“1§ without adequate cause upor
arrangements for 5 }y - distress, and to interfere in their
i HCK Nothing can justify such an
Sf)llable Suspicion that there may
e 10 othey C&EEE“‘ tin the death,.and that it mag
cases the coroney not on] € than common illness. 'In suc
and to DPrevent L fro ylmay, but ought, to hold an mques't,
A0y Way—for an & 1 doing g0 by disposing of the body 1
body—jg a nll'sdemequeSt must be held on the view of the
Case do not very Cleailn :)ur. The depositions in the present
Inquest Necessary If} ShOW_ Wwhy the coroner considered il
Was such ag 4, g'ive 1}7011 th,mk that the conduct of Dr. Price
ought tq find 4 true 1])11111 fair grounds for holding one, you
in him lay to 11.’ for beyond all question he did as‘
35 10 make gy Inquest 5Pose of the body in such a manner
Crming] ig ¢h, atten; tlml)OSSlble. The other part chargG.d a:s
ody, ang this raige PY made by Dr. Price to burn his child’s
direct YO upon itl 5 1n &'form which makes it my duty t0
diseuggeq, and .al question which has heen several times
ough, so fop &slillyhas attracted some public atte.ntlon’
€Ver heen given‘\tl b 2 10 legal decision upon 1t.haS
“sdemean gy, 1€ question, namely, whether it 18 2
Wstead of burying C.meon law to burn a dead bO.dy
?pon the (luest.ion,b Ili'l vAS there is no direct authol‘lg
A0, iy Opinioy to & ‘i?neh found 1t necessary in Ol‘dell »
“THIe several branches of the 8

al.

X
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which bear upon it more or less remotely, in ?1'd<?r t(1)°
ascertain the principles on which it dePe_ndS- 1T11§t131 f‘LﬁCtICZOr
burning dead bodies prevailed to a considerab. e exten ﬂun eh
the Romans, as it does to this day fbllllo}lg lfhtehl:folﬁiioild 1;1:)% ’
it is said that the practice of burif_b LSOO O U ETHS .
generz;bl. Tt appearls to have been cEsco%]llnl'zcl.lmﬁlit?llijsuﬁlfig
and in other parts of Furope when SURISHATE 4
established, as lnz,he destruction of the boc}}y -bt}" flﬁe;‘eﬁst (;30}1316
sidered, for reasons to which I need nf) 11e e1 ; too’k it
opposed to Christian sentiment ; but t.hlS C‘l%l g Py

and the substitution of burial for ulnl.llg 4 ik
g2k agol’ t the burning of the dead has never been for-
e tdl; or even mentioned or referred to, so fm' as I
lilmuy ff):b;llyeli)’art of our law. The subject of zbaetl
Inow, in 4

i lesiastical
- turies a branch of the ecc ; _
o i foflhlx]ln(iig’t;lin}ﬂnglish writers on this subject little

: 4al. The subject was much more
if to e HosLY Iﬁlatnsltge;i%zz;;; studied iJn Roman Cat119lic
ela,borz.ntely . s};ingland, because the law itself prevailed
DoR th&P 7, -ely in those countries. In the ¢ Jus Eccle-
. ehteninEZpen, a great authority on the subject,

i claborate discourse, filling tw.enty-tWO f.olio pages
Shezois oo 1;mn on the subject of burial, in which every
i) doubli tcljoelsubj’ect is systematically arranged and discussed,
br_anch O. ;ces to numerous authorities. The only import-
i rif(?;e;s that it shares the view of the Canonists on the
e Ot 1which view had great influence on our own eccle-
:I}Ll;]t(izfn’l lawyers, though only a small part of the canon law
itself was ever introduced into this country. Without giving
specific reference, I may say that the whole of the title in Van
Tspen regards the participation in funeral rites as a privilege
to which, subject to certain conditions, all the members of the
Church were entitled, and the deprivation of which was a kind
of posthumous punishment analogous to the excommunication
of the living. The great question with which the writer
oceupies himself is—In what cases ought burial to be denied ¢
The general principle is that those who are not worthy of
Church privileges in life are also to be excluded from them in

or canon law.

much %
siasticum’ of Va
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death. g
As to the manner in which the dead bodies of persons

deprived b !
thgt althglflgllgugl were to be disposed of, Van Espen says only
entirely forbi Idl some Instances the civil power may have
P e gseznt burlal,_ whereby bodies may remain un-
or destroyed by tlf th? sight of all, to be devoured by beasts
criminalg ag g cas ef“ez-Lthefr (he considers the dissection of
such a provision o | this kind), the Church has never made
dead corpses With’ :}]11( has never prohibited the covering of
Jeet seems to explai e earth. This way of looking at the sub-
ceptional ways (])pf 53111 ho.w the law came to be silent on ex-
R 11sposmg of dead bodies. The question was
Posing of bodiesltlg ?lst be refused.  As for the way of dis-
attention, being 1y Which it was refused, the matter escaped
) g probably regarded as a matter which affected

those onl
y who were |
of such corpses. Ty S0 unfortunate as to have charge

in the case of iron c;fﬁ f&mol_ls Judgment of Lord Stowell
Consistory Reports 33 18 (Gilbert v. Buzzard, 2 Haggard,
tise on buria] N 3) Which constitutes an elaborate trea-
law  presumeg ’tl?ato ¢eeds upon the same principles.  The
of those in whom °very ome will wish that the bodies
have Christigy Lo, interested in their lifotime should
ta,ining and actin urlla,l, The' probability of a man enter-
ese consideratioig Pon & different view is not considered.
a5 to the practice of bexplflm the reason why the law is silent
sider itg legality di urm,ng .the dead. Before I come to con-
89U topics which ]i‘}?(ftly’ 16 will be well to examine some analo-
Which hag an gng) row light upon it. There is one practice
Nalogy to funerea] burning, inagmuch as ib

lmethod of dealing with dead bodies.
far back a5 the very 1, natomy was practised in England as
continued o e i t.egll'llllng of the seventeenth century. It
_ference on the P;rt ; flsed’ =0 f_‘al‘ as L know, without any inter-
in which g of the legislature, down to the year 1832,
Anatomy. g *Apas.qeq the Act for regulating the Schools of
that the legal Sllplffyrsg lfleljll;the 11 mportance o? anatomy, and

an bodies for such anatomical

il)‘%‘oviqe the means of such know-
sion for the supply of such bodies

I refer to anatomy. A

Study 18 insufficient tully to
It then makeg prov.

ledge.’
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by enabling any executor or other party having lawful posses-
sion of the body of any deceased person to permit the body to
be dissected except in certain cases. The effect of this has
been that the bodies of persons dying in various public in-
stitutions, whose relatives were unknown, were SO dissected.
The Act establishes other requisitions not material to the
present question, and enacts that after examination the bodies
shall be decently interred. This Act appears to me to prove
clearly that Parliament regarded anatomy as alegal practice ;
and, further, that it considered that there was guch a thing
as a ‘legal supply of human bodies,” thou
insufficient for the purpose. This is inc
opinion that it is an absolute duty on the part of persons I
charge of dead bodies to bury them, and this conclusion 18
rather strengthened than otherwise by the provision in See. .13
of the Act, ¢ the party removing the body shall provide for its
decent burial after examination.” This seems o imply tl.mt
apart from the Act the obligation to’bury would not exist,
and it is remarkable that the words are not as in the earlier
section, ¢ executor or other party,’ which seems to point to the
inference that the executor stood in a diﬁ'erez.lt position as to
burial from the party having ‘Jawful possession,” and has 2
wider discretion on-the matter. I come now to a series ?f
cases more clearly connected with the pll'esent case. As is
well known, the great Jemand for bodies for anatom}cal

: 2 o to murders the object
purposes not only led in some cases ; oot
of which was to sell the bodies of the murdered persons, bu
also 6 robberies of: churchyards by what were commonly

ion . ootice prevailed for a con-
called  resurrection men.’ This practice preva .
pears from the case of R. z.

siderable length of time, as ap

Lynn (2 T. Rb 738) decided in 1788, forty-four years be.fore
the Anatomy Act. In that case 1t was held to be a m1s.de-
e A pody for the purpose of dissection,
the court saying that €0
practice should be put 2

gh that supply was -
onsistent with the
in

mmon decency required that the
stop to, that the offence was cog-
nizable i 5 cEiminalygounbias being highly'indecent and contra
bonos mores, ab the bare idea alone of which nature_revolted.
Many also said that ¢it had been the regular practice of the
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0Old Bai : .
d Beuley m modern times to try charges of this nature.’

It i .
don vy prmerved in seferonce o this case that the ac
Bt dise themt"ehe?n a peculiarly indecent theft if it had nob
S ei nical reason that a dead body is not the
further in mo(llel‘ ) A case, however, has been carried a step
and Bell 160)6?n %mes' It was held in Reg. v. Sharp (1 Dew
all With(;ut la fol ¢ & misdemeanour to disinter a body at
offender wag wiul authority, even when the motive of the
which the sor pl{fu.s and la‘}d&ble, the case being one in
Wi Sl cTsmten‘ed his mother in order to bury her
opened it b fﬁlwe" but he got access to her grave and
these authof"itiesss DPretence. The law to be extracted from
tomy is lawful g e‘;ms to me to be this: the practice of ana-
usual means of clllics usieful, though it may involve an un-
grave and disinter Poimg of dead bodies; but to open a
demeanour even if .i dead body without authority is a mis-
cases, for the 1'eason1 1IS . f.or a laudable purpose. These
case of burning g ls have given, have some analogy to the
They certainly do n( i&d body, but they are remote from it.
that to burn g qeqgq (1)) 1m -th,em.Selves warrant the proposition
are two other G OCQ’ 18 I itself a misdemeanour. There
They are R. ». vy es which come rather nearer to the point.
E. 778779, .Emlﬁ 2 Den. 825, and R. ¢. Stewart, 12 A. and
terms that it ig ';k(ie dOft these cases lays down in unqualified
n particulay cases 1']ljhy of certain specified persons to bury
following prineip] i ‘e case of R. v. Stewart lays down the
and not within Cpf e Eve.ry person dying in this country,
law, hag 5 right e,g agn e.XCylSlOHS _laid down by the ecclesiastical
to be carried fro i t}}; ristian burial, and that implies the right
cemetery.’ T4 ac{nl . Place where his body lies to the parish
berson dies, ig ho : S’l ?he _lndlvldual under whose roof a poor
from the l‘e,s’g of t]ﬁlc (i.e. if no one else is o bound, as'appears
to the place of b e Tase) to carry the body, decently covered,
anything which u1‘1a - He Cajnr}ot keep him unburied, nor do
fore, cast him OultJleVents Christian burial. He cannot, there-
offend the feelin » 80 a8 0 expose the body to violation, or to
T —— hgs or endanger the health of the living ; for

€ cannot carry him uncovered to the gr,aveg
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In the case of R. v. Van, the court held ¢ that a man is bound

to give Christian burial to his deceased child if he has the

means of doing so; but he is not liable to be indicted for a

nuisance if he has not the means of providing burial for it.’

These cases are the nearest approach which I have been able
to find to an authority directly upon the present point; for if
there is an absolute duty upon a man having the means to
bury his child, and if it is a duty to give every corpse Christian
burial, the duty must be violated by burning it. I do not
think, however, that the cases really mean to lay down any
guch rule. The question of burning was not before the court
in either case. In R.wv. Stewart the question was whether
the duty of burial lay upon the parish officers or on some
other person. In R. v. Van the question was whether a man
who has not the means to bury his child was bound to incur
a debt in order to do so. In neither case can the court have
intended to express themselves with complete verbal accuracy,
for in the case of R. v. Stewart the court speaks of the ¢ right’
of a dead body, which is obviously a popular form of expression,
a corpse not being capable of rights, and in both cases the
expression Christian burial is used, which is obviously inapplic-
able to persons who are not Christians—Jews, for instance, Ma-
hommedans, or Hindoos. To this T may add that the attention
of neither court was called to the subject of anatomy already
referred to. Skeletons and anatomical preparations could not
be innocently obtained if the language of the cases referred to
was construed, as it was intended to be, severely, and literally
accurate- There is only one other case to be mentioned.
This is the case of Williams ». Williams, which was decided
two years ago by Mr. Justice Kay in the Chancery Division of
the High Court, and is reported in the L.R. 20 Ch. Div. 659.
In this case one H. Crockenden directed his friend, Kliza
Williams, to burn his body, and directed his executors to pay
her expenses. The executors buried the body. Miss Williams
got leave from the Secretary of State to disinter if, in order,
as she said, to be buried elsewhere. Having obtained posses-
sion of it by misrepresentation, she burnt it, and sued the
executors for her expenses. I need not trace out all the

F
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points in the cage, ag ;
before us undecided. T
Ka.y, “confessedly to have the b

of the body and its burning
decision of R, . Sharp,
ady credit,” he said, ¢ for
1o kind of doubt that the
ht_aence and then burning it
lcence as anything could
the particular case, and

already referred to. ¢
the best of motives, th
act of removing the ),

Giving the 1
€re can he
dy by that

O 1t noy
arises in the pres €Comeg my duty to direct you-
' & Derfectly clear and simple

Considerat; .
ve refel‘red,atlon PR applied 10 ?he

ses of R.p. Sharpe and
lawful possession of the
i’ n?t only his right but his
Or.m any other manner 10
act.  Aftey full insteaq of bu1;s1ider .tk%e -qu_estion wl.lether
‘ng inSte:é)nSfldel‘ation, I a1}1’1 1;% g} i itself an 111esgof;
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which had never previously been decided to be so; but
I think it would be found that in every such case the act
involved great public mischief or moral scandal. It is nof
my place to offer any opinion of the comparative methods
of burning and burying corpses, but before I could hold that
it must be a misdemeanour to burn a dead body I must be
satisfied not only that some people, or even many people,
object to the practice, but that it is on plain, undeniable
grounds highly mischievous, or grossly scandalous; even then
I should pause long before I held it to be a misdemeanour,
but I cannot even take the first step. Sir Thomas Browne
finishes his famous essay on Urn Burial with a quotation from
Lucan, which in eight Latin words translated by eight English
words seems to sum up the matter, ¢ Tabesne cadavera solvat
an rogus haud refert.” ¢ Whether decay or fire destroys
corpses matters not.” The difference between the two . pro-
cesses is, the one is quick, the other slow. Rach is so horrible
that every earthly imagination would turn away from its
details, but one or the other is inevitable, and each may be
concealed from observation by proper precautions. There
are, no doubt, religious considerations and feelings connected
with the subject which every one would wish to treat with
respect and tenderness, and I suppose there is no doubt that
as a matter of historical fact the disuse of burning bodies was
due to the force of religious sentiments. I do not think, how-
ever, that it can be said that every practice which startles and
jars upon the religious sentimgnts of the majority of the
'population is for that reason a misdemeanour at common law.
The statement of such a proposition is a sufficient refutation
of it, but nothing short of this will support the conclusion
that to burn a dead body must be a misdemeanour. As for
the public interest in the matter, burning, on the one hand,
offectively prevents the bodies of the dead from poisoning the
on the other hand, it might, no doubt, destroy the
evidences of crime. These, however, are matters for the legis-
lature and not for me. The great leading rule of criminal
law is that nothing is a crime unless it is plainly forbidden by
This rule is, no doubt, subject to exceptions, but they

living ;

law.
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Tae Cremation Socimry, in consequence of the foregomng
decision, issued at once the following paper, embodying their
views and intentions :—

¢«Tage CREMATION SOCIETY OF KENGLAND.

¢« Tur Council of the Cremation Society of England purchased,
in the year 1878, a freehold site at St. John’s, Woking, in
Surrey, especially adapted by position for the purpose, and
erected thereon a building, with an apparatus of the most
approved kind for effecting cremation of the dead.

‘They next tested it by experiment, and found that
it accomplished the purpose required without occasioning
nuisance of any kind.

¢ Since that time the place has been maintained in perfect
order, but has not been used, owing to a doubt raised, soon
after the date referred to, as to the legality of adopting the
process at present in this country.

¢ A recent decision, however, of Mr. Justice Stephen declares
that the cremation of a dead body, if effected without nuisance
to others, is a legal proceeding.

« Under these circumstances the Cremation Society feel it
a duty to indicate, without delay, those safegua.rds \:Vhlch they
deem it essential to associate with the proceeding in order to
prevent the destruction of a body which may have met death
by unfair means. They arve aware that the chief practical
objection which can be urged against 'the .employment of cre-
mation consists in the opportunity which it oﬁers., apart from
guch precautions, for removing the traces of poison or other
injury which are retained by an undestroye.d. body. '

¢ The following, therefore, are the conditions on which the
employment of the Crematorium will alone be permitted by
the Council :—

¢1. An application in writing must be made by the friends
xecutors of the deceased—unless it has been made by the

or €
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deceased
§ bers i
Wish of the e‘?;;llmself dwing life—stating that it was the

AL Avcerti cid ke cremated after death

5 "

man a.t least, who at tem{ISt be sent in by one qualified medical
mlllhesmatingly statincrntcl ed the deceased until the time of death;
¥ a:tl?;&t Cause wag § that the cause of death was natural, and
¢ ed
mt(_)PSy mug ical man attended during the illness, a2

o
Oclety, or 1 & < by a medical officer appointed by the
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